Recreation & Environment 21st December 2011


WEST END PARISH COUNCIL

MINUTES OF THE RECREATION & ENVIRONMENT COMMITTEE MEETING, WEDNESDAY 21ST DECEMBER 2011 AT THE WEST END PARISH CENTRE, 

CHAPEL ROAD, WEST END COMMENCING AT 7.15 PM.

PRESENT: 


Councillors:

J Hughes (Chairman)



J Asman



S Turl




T Noyce




I Farminer




S Hannen



A Rest
In attendance: 

Mrs L Cooke, Parish Clerk   





Mrs A Ramseyer, Assistant to the Parish Clerk



Mr I Alderman, Head Groundsman



Mr S Petterson, Youth Leader
Members of the Public: Mr R Annetts, 
110/11/REC
APOLOGIES 




Apologies were received and accepted from Councillor D Goodall. 


Councillor C Boulton was absent. 
111/11/REC
DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST

Members were invited to declare interests in relation to items of business on the agenda. 
Councillor T Noyce declared an interest as an allotment holder.
Councillor Turl declared an interest as Chairman of Moorgreen Road Residents Association.

Councillor Mrs Asman declared an interest as a member of the West End Garden and Allotment Association and as the wife of an allotment holder.
112/11/REC
MINUTES OF MEETING HELD ON 16TH NOVEMBER 2011

The Minutes of the meeting held on 16th November were already accepted as a true record at the full Parish Council Meeting held 14th December 2011 and were signed by the Chairman.

Proposed: 
Councillor Noyce

Seconded: 
Councillor Asman

In Favour: 
Unanimous
113/11/REC
MATTERS ARISING


All covered by agenda headings
114/11/REC
CORRESPONDENCE

1. Letter from Salvation Army to thank Parish Council for their donation following their carol singing at the ‘Turning on the Lights’ event.

2. A letter has been received from the Open Spaces Society asking for support for their campaign to stop the threats to green spaces. The Committee noted the content of the letter.
3. The Clerk had received an enquiry from Councillor Turl regarding Gregg School pupils assisting with community/environmental projects. Councillor Turl explained that the school has a volunteering club which will be visiting care homes, assisting with library reading and undertaking various physical challenges. It had been suggested that the pupils could assist with clearing/planting at Chartwell Copse (if this area is devolved from Eastleigh Borough Council). The Committee noted the request and the Parish Council will await further contact from the school.
4. An outline of the Public Art Proposal for West End has been received from Joanne Calcutt of Eastleigh Borough Council. This document was tabled for Committee members. A meeting has been arranged for 5th January 2012 with Joanne Calcutt, the Clerk, and representatives of the History Society and West End Wishes. 
5. The Clerk gave an update on the proposed Rostron Plaque (see 99/11/REC para 3).  The Committee agreed to a donation of £25.00 towards a plaque.
Proposed: 
Councillor Noyce

Seconded: 
Councillor Asman

In Favour:
Unanimous
6. Details of the Mayor’s Charity Events for 2012 have been received and were tabled.

7. Publications; Communique, Community Care News; Action News Update; CPRE Field Work; The Groundsman 
115/11/REC 
EVENTS FOR 2011/2012
The Clerk asked Councillors to consider which events they wish to hold in 2012 and give thought to dates for these events. To be discussed at the next meeting.

Carnival
Saturday 23rd June 2012.  The theme is Best of British. Councillor Turl said there is nothing further to report, as the Carnival Committee has not met since the last Recreation and Environment meeting.
CHRISTMAS 2011

Turning on the Lights  6.00 p.m. Friday 2nd December 2011  

This event was well attended. The Salvation Army would like to appear again next year. The Clerk suggested that next year the band could perform on the stage as this may encourage more people join in with the singing.
Christmas Fair –  organised by St, James Church was held at the Parish Centre on Saturday 3rd December 2011. It was reported that the Church raised £1800.00 at this event.
Senior Citizen’s Party

3 – 6 p.m. Sunday 11th December 2011

This was a successful event. The entertainment was well received. The Salvation Army would be happy to attend next year if they are available. The raffle raised £125.00 for the Mayor’s Charity Appeal.

Pantomime
Monday  19th December. 1.30  p.m.

Rudolf the Red Nose Reindeer

This was a great success, all the tickets were sold. Thanks were given to Councillor Farminer for stepping in for Santa and to Councillor Noyce for his help with crowd control.
Titanic Centenary 2012
A Guided Walk from Parish Centre is scheduled for Saturday 31st March 2012 at 10.30 a.m. This will be a walk around West End’s Titanic trail, finishing at the West End museum

There will also be a Wreath Laying at Captain Rostron’s grave on Sunday 15th April 2012 at 11.15 a.m. Rev. Brian Pickett will be officiating and all are welcome.
Diamond Jubilee Bank Holiday Monday – 4th June 2012  

The New Forest Brass Band has been booked. They wish to know timings and have asked for lights if the performance is to extend later into the evening. Councillors decided that a burger van, ice cream van, fun fair rides and Punch & Judy should also be booked for the event. Mrs Ramseyer will also contact a local group of Morris Men to ask if they are available.
116/11/REC
BARNSLAND
Work is continuing as detailed in the winter work schedule.

117/11/REC
HATCH GRANGE / MEGAN GREEN/QUOB GREEN 
Green Flag Award for Hatch Grange 

The Clerk has still not received the report to proceed with an application for Green Flag status. The application will be made in the New Year.
Hatch Grange 
The new workshop facility on Hatch Grange is being fitted out at the moment. The groundsmen are currently plastering and floor painting.

The tree saplings were received from the pre-school and have been planted next to the new workshop, as discussed at a previous meeting  84/11/REC para 4. Photographs of one of the children and the groundsmen planting the saplings were tabled.
The minutes of the Friends of Hatch Grange meeting held 5th December 2011 were received. The minutes contained confirmation that FoHG has received a grant of £15,000 from the Moorgreen Hospital League of Friends and will be deciding exactly how to spend this money in the New Year.  FoHG would appreciate input from the Parish Council and also from the groundstaff. Mr Alderman will be attending the January FoHG meeting.
Steve Adams of the groundstaff and members of FoHG attended the EBC Biodiversity Forum and received some advice regarding ponds.  FoHG have suggested that some of their grant could be used to clear the pond of parrot feather.
There was nothing further to report regarding the Community Partnership Project with The Grasslands Trust.  
The Clerk has received a letter from Natural England regarding HLS 3 Tier 2013/2014 Pipeline Clinic Meetings: Hatch Grange. Copies of the letter were tabled.  The Clerk will attend a meeting.
Megan Green
The groundstaff are working on clearing trees etc as time permits.
Quob Green
Work is on-going as detailed in the winter work schedule. 

118/11/REC 
MOORGREEN RECREATION GROUND
The Clerk has received a quote for an additional piece of equipment in the play area. The company has given two options. Mr Petterson will be liaising with the users to ascertain their preference. The Clerk is awaiting details of when there are any developer’s contributions available. The Clerk will discuss with Jon Riddell, Eastleigh Borough Council Local Area Co-ordinator.
119/11/REC 
TOWNHILL FARM RECREATION AREAs incl (Carpathia/Upmill)
The fencing repairs are still outstanding at the Carpathia Play Area. Mrs Ramseyer is chasing up the contractors for a quote. 

120/11/REC
WEST END FOOTBALL FACILITY 

There will be no games for next two weekends.
There was an incident of asbestos dumping on the road near the facility. This was on Eastleigh Borough Council land and Streetscene arranged for the rubbish to be removed.

121/11/REC
WEST END CEMETERY/BURIAL GROUND
Burial Ground :     



The car owner whose car was damaged has accepted ‘without prejudice’ payment.

A complaint was made about some trees at the rear of properties in Hilldene Way. Mr Alderman has spoken to the tree surgeon and asked him to look at the trees and let the Parish Council know if any work is needed for safety reasons.

Cemetery :  

A letter has been received from a family complaining that a fee of £303 (triple fee) due for the erection of a memorial on their mother’s ashes plot. The deceased moved 18 years ago due to ill health and the family still live in West End. Councillors decided that under the circumstances, the resident’s fee can be applied. It was also agreed to review the triple fee rate for memorials when the fees are considered.
Proposed:
Councillor Asman

Seconded: 
Councillor Farminer

In Favour:
Unanimous

An e-mail complaint was received regarding the gates being locked before the car park is empty. The Clerk has spoken to the caretaker and stressed that the car park must always be clear before the gates are locked in future.
122/11/REC
WEST END YOUTH CLUB

Mr Petterson presented his report of current activities. A copy is attached at the end of these minutes at Appendix 1.
Two documents regarding the skatepark proposal were tabled. Since the last Committee meeting, Eastleigh Borough Council has agreed to look at the possibility of transferring a piece of land opposite the Rose Bowl near the motorway in Botley Road to the Parish Council. 

There was a discussion about the skatepark. A copy of an e-mail from Jon Riddell was tabled setting out the Eastleigh Borough Council’s current position on skatepark as follows:


1. Eastleigh Borough Council  asset transfer programme board has agreed in principle to license a portion of this site (conditional on it not prejudicing access and long term opportunities)

2. The site is owned by Oxford colleges and Jon Watts from Estates is undertaking the necessary research about EBC licensing a portion of this open space to WEPC
3. A bio-diversity study is essential and will be undertaken in the spring as well as a tree survey to protect any important trees (oaks are in the area) 

Mr Riddell stated that unless points 2 and 3 are satisfied, the project cannot progress and it is unlikely that the project will be declared feasible until sometime in May 2012.
Mr Annetts expressed his disappointment that Councillors who are not part of the Recreation and Environment Committee appeared to be discussing the decisions of the Committee outside of the meeting of this Committee. His comments were noted.
The Committee passed a resolution to thank Jon Riddell and EBC for their new proposal for the location of the skatepark with the hope that matters can go forward with all speed

Proposed: 
Councillor Rest

Seconded: 
Councillor Asman

In Favour: 
Unanimous
123/11/REC
ALLOTMENTS

A Wayleave Consent document was received from Scottish & Southern Energy to give permission for a power supply to West End Garden and Allotment Association trading hut. Councillors decided to allow this and Councillor Noyce, as chairman of the Parish Council, agreed to sign the form.
A copy of WEGAA e-newsletter was tabled. There was an article included regarding manure dumping, at the Parish Council’s request, asking for plot holders to advise the Council if they were having a delivery. An e-mail was received from a tenant, via the WEGAA Secretary, expressing concerns about the difficulties of deliveries to certain plots. Mrs Ramseyer has written to tenant to say his comments will be discussed at this meeting. The Committee agreed that Mrs Ramseyer’s response explained the Parish Council’s position.
The two skips (as agreed at last meeting) were collected today. 

Meeting Closed at 8.45 p.m.
124/11/REC 
DATE OF NEXT MEETING *
Wednesday 18th January 2011 at 7.15pm.
APPENDIX 1
Youth Leader’s Report

Recreation Meeting –21st December 2011
· Our trip to the Nuffield Theatre went very well, although we did not sell all the tickets, all who went enjoyed this traditional style play. The Mayflower was spectacular. We sold all 70 tickets to see Peter Pan and young people, families and workers all enjoyed this show. Both shows were a lot of fun.

· The ice-skating trips to the Bargate were a bit of a mixture. We caught a return bus from the High Street to Town, and then enjoyed the ice skating. The Thursday night oversold and was a really fun evening out. The Friday evening unfortunately, only sold 2 tickets, it was still fun, but would have been better with more people.

· We had a meeting with Ian from Proludic to improve the facility at Moorgreen Recreation Ground (pictures tabled for Councillors). We will be showing these around the Youth Club to get a feel from young people as to what they would prefer. Although, a trampoline was one of the items asked for from the 3-year plan.

· Little Gems were pleased with the results from their Christmas Fayre. It was well-attended and a lot of fun for all who went. They are looking forward to doing the same next year.

· The Little’uns Christmas Party was not very well attended. We only had 3 mums attend; a lot of this was due to illness as some of our regulars were off. The girls still had a nice time. Special thanks to Councillor Ian Farminer who was due to play Father Christmas for the girls, but we had to cancel due to lack of attendance. 

· The Christmas Party on the 20th December was a more sedate affair to previous years. It was a busy night, a lot of fun, but not quite as manic as other years have been. The young people had a thoroughly enjoyable evening, as did the Team. Special thanks to Merissa for her help volunteering throughout the evening. Youth club will restart in the New Year.

· Nikki and Steve have completed all their sexual health training and are looking forward to joining in with the Girl Talk Boy Talk programme with Amy Robertson in the New Year from the 4th January.

· The skatepark (e-mails and reports tabled for Councillors) has gained in support and is currently waiting on the results from various surveys to assess whether the site is feasible for the park to be built. We are looking at May-time to get the results back and can see where we go from there.
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