Recreation & Environment 19th October 2011


WEST END PARISH COUNCIL

MINUTES OF THE RECREATION & ENVIRONMENT COMMITTEE MEETING, WEDNESDAY 19TH OCTOBER 2011 AT THE WEST END PARISH CENTRE, 

CHAPEL ROAD, WEST END COMMENCING AT 7.15 PM.

PRESENT: 


Councillors:

J Hughes (Chairman)



J Asman



S Turl




S Hannen



C Boulton 



A Rest

In attendance: 

Mrs L Cooke, Parish Clerk   





Mrs A Ramseyer, Assistant to the Parish Clerk



Mr I Alderman, Head Groundsman



Mr S Petterson, Youth Leader

Members of the Public:
Mr I Rolls, Mr R Annetts, Mr N Dickinson, Mr R Davies
80/11/REC
APOLOGIES 


Apologies were received and accepted from Councillor T Noyce and Councillor A Mortimer. 
81/11/REC
DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST

Members were invited to declare interests in relation to items of business on the agenda. 
Councillor Mrs T Turl declared an interest as Chairman of Moorgreen Road Residents Association.

Councillor Mrs Asman declared an interest as a member of the West End Garden and Allotment Association and as the wife of an allotment holder.
82/11/REC
MINUTES OF MEETING HELD ON 21ST SEPTEMBER 2011

The Minutes of the meeting held on 21st September were already accepted as a true record at the full Parish Council Meeting held 12th October 2011 and were signed by the Chairman.

The Committee decision to accept the Minutes was Unanimous

83/11/REC
MATTERS ARISING


All covered by agenda headings
84/11/REC
CORRESPONDENCE

1. The Minutes of the Friends of Hatch Grange Meeting held on 3rd October 2011 were tabled. The Clerk reminded Councillors that there is a workday on Saturday 22nd October when volunteers will be clearing an area at the rear of Chapel Close.
2. An e-mail has been received from Eastleigh Borough Council asking for nominations for Eastleigh Sports Awards 2011. This had already been circulated to Councillors. The Clerk asked if anybody had any thoughts on suitable nominees for an award. Mr Petterson suggested the ‘Learning Through Sport’ initiative which runs at Moorgreen Recreation Ground on Saturday mornings. Mr Petterson will check to see if this scheme fits the criteria and complete the nomination if appropriate.
3. Notification has been received of a meeting of the Eastleigh Borough Council Biodiversity forum. The meeting will be on Thursday 17th November at Eastleigh Borough Council offices. Councillor Rest agreed to attend as he is the Parish Council representative on Friends of Hatch Grange.
4. A request has been received from West End Pre School asking if the Parish Council will be able to plant any surplus trees that they receive from the Sainsbury’s Active Kids initiative. They will be receiving thirty trees and believe this will be too many for their garden area. Mr Alderman has agreed that any available trees could be planted by the new workshop and at Upmill.
5. Newsletters, etc. received this month:    Tree News; Action News Update from Community Action Hampshire; Open Spaces Society Special General Meeting.
85/11/REC 
EVENTS FOR 2011/2012


Carnival
The Carnival AGM will take place on Tuesday 25th October in the Parish Centre at 7.30 p.m.

Following the Rose Bowl Liaison Meeting on 13th October, it has transpired that there is a One Day International cricket match scheduled on Saturday 16th June 2012 and the Police will not sanction an additional road closure when there is a major event at the Rose Bowl. Councillor Mrs Turl said that she will give a full report at the next Committee Meeting after the AGM.
Remembrance Sunday
Sunday 13th November 2011, 

The Clerk confirmed that the Road Closure has been agreed. She said that additional volunteers to steward the road closure will be required. 
The wreaths have been ordered this week.
Christmas Fair – St, James Church Christmas Fair will be held at the Parish Centre on Saturday 3rd December 2011

Turning on the Lights
-Friday 2nd December 2011  

The Mayor of Eastleigh will be attending. The Salvation Army will be attending. Mrs Ramseyer agreed to produce a fun quiz.
Senior Citizen’s Party
Sunday 11th December 2011 3.00 p.m. – 6.00 p.m.
Karen Bates has been booked to provide entertainment and has agreed to act as MC on the day. Boogie Shoes and the Youth Club have agreed to perform. The Clerk suggested that the Salvation Army could be asked to sing carols at the end of the event. It was agreed that Karen Bates should be contacted to see what songs she will be signing and whether she could be asked to include some carols at the end.
The Clerk said that she would need to arrange meeting with Councillors to confirm who will be taking responsibility for organisation the day. The office staff have prepared a list of actions required for running the event. Neither the Clerk nor Mrs Ramseyer will be able to attend.

The Clerk asked if Councillors would like to donate any raffle prizes. It was agreed that £50.00 should be spent to buy raffle prizes with any profits going to the Mayor’s Charity Appeal.
Proposed: 
Councillor Asman

Seconded: 
Councillor Turl

In Favour: 
Unanimous

The Clerk has been in contact with the Manager of the new ASDA store and he has said that he will help with offering favourable deals for catering at Parish Council community events.
Pantomime
Monday 19th December. 2.00 p.m.

The pantomime is booked. This will be Rudolf the Red Nose Reindeer.
Diamond Jubilee Bank Holiday Monday – 4th June 2012  

The Clerk asked if councillors to decide which entertainment should be booked. It was agreed that the New Forest Band and the Punch and Judy Show should be booked. It was also agreed that the company who run the fairground rides on carnival day should be approached to see if they are happy to pay for a pitch on the day. 
Other suggestions put forward were for face painting and balloons, no decision was made on this. It was agreed that people should be encouraged to bring their own picnics. It was suggested that the burger van and ice cream van companies who attend on carnival day should be invited to have a pitch for the afternoon/evening.
Jon Riddell, Eastleigh Borough Council Local Area Coordinator, has said that funding may be available from EBC Community Fund for this event. However the Parish Council would not be able to apply for this.  It was suggested that Friends of Hatch Grange may wish to apply. The Clerk will contact them to see if they are interested. 

. 

New signage – This project has now been agreed and the funds have been allocated in the budget. The Clerk asked the Committee how they wished to proceed. There followed a discussion about the notation on the signs to commemorate the Diamond Jubilee. The Clerk has received information on what wording is allowed without getting official permission. The details are as follows:
Information published on using Royal names and titles.
People hoping to name community events, buildings or projects in honour of The Queen’s Diamond Jubilee can now apply for permission.  Applications have opened for the commemorative use of Royal names and titles for the event, which takes place next year.  There will be a blanket approval for the phrases “Diamond Jubilee” and “Jubilee” providing they are used for non-commercial purposes.  However phrases such as “Queen Elizabeth II Diamond Jubilee” or “The Queen’s Diamond Jubilee” will need permission.  The rules for the use of Royal names and titles were also relaxed prior to the Golden Jubilee in 2002.  
More information about the Diamond Jubilee and how to apply to use Royal names and titles can be found on the Directgov website.
RECOMMENDATIONS FOR 2012/13 BUDGET

The Clerk had previously e-mailed Committee members with suggested items for the Recreation and Environment budget. The following items of Recreation expenditure for 2012/2013 budget have already been ratified by full Council:

To start reserve for Cricket facility; £1,000 for Diamond Jubilee celebrations; replacement signage to commemorate the Diamond Jubilee £5,500.  

Other items to consider including in the Budget, following discussions with the 

Groundstaff:

Works at Cutbush Lane, There is still £5,000 still in Reserve for this work to include the following:
Complete re-tiling – foyer and changing rooms. – approximately £2,300

Install heating in changing rooms          

Extend car park – approximately £5,000 

Work on pitch to re-level 
Install additional high fencing on boundary with Haskins 
Purchase lightweight goals - £1000

Large container/compound for equipment

             

Start work on cricket facility

 Hatch Grange                    
Upgrade the car park at Hatch Lodge

Groundstaff Wish List for replace / new equipment:     

(some of these items may be purchased from this year’s Recreation budget) 

Replacement Billy Goat

Replacement long handled hedge cutter
Replace tyres on Kubota tractor

New electric saw

Additional battery drill

New small trailer

New workmate

New pressure gauge for compressor

Grease gun attachment 

Other Recommendations

To replace the ‘Welcome to West End’ gateway signs
86/11/REC
BARNSLAND
Mr Alderman had prepared a Winter Work Schedule. The schedule is attached to these minutes as Appendix 1.
Regarding the Saturday morning informal football sessions held at Barnsland. The Clerk has contacted the team to request that they consider residents when parking A request has been received from two Hedge End teams looking for somewhere to practice on a Saturday morning. These teams have been told that there is already a verbal, informal agreement for another team to practice. The Parish Council does not charge for use of the play area and has not contracted any teams to use the area.  

87/11/REC
HATCH GRANGE / MEGAN GREEN/QUOB GREEN 
Green Flag Award for Hatch Grange 

The Clerk has not yet received the report from John Morris at Eastleigh Borough Council to accompany the entry form.
Hatch Grange 

There are still ongoing issues with the builder regarding the workshop facility on Hatch Grange.
The Wednesday volunteer group met this morning led by Steve Adams of the groundstaff. Five volunteers turned up to start clearing the area at the rear of Chapel Close in preparation for the workday on this coming Saturday 22nd October.
The contractor carried out an additional cut in the Site of Importance for Nature Conservation (SINC) area last week. The cost of this work was £450.  The contractor was anxious to undertake this work before any significant rain which would make the area inaccessible.

Councillor Boulton said that she would be happy to get two cows to graze the area in the future. Councillor Boulton said that she would ensure the calves were used to people and she would over winter them and turn them out on to Hatch Grange in May. Councillor Boulton did not know how much it would be to get the cattle but she may ask for a contribution from the Parish Council. It was agreed that Councillor Boulton should buy the cattle and could graze them in the meadow from May to September.
Proposed: 
Councillor Rest

Seconded:
Councillor Turl

In Favour 
5 For 
1 Abstention

The Clerk has received confirmation received that the Grasslands Trust has received funding from the Heritage Lottery Fund. It was reported at July’s Recreation and Environment meeting that the Grasslands Trust will be working to encourage more community involvement and interest in local grasslands and meadows. See 57/11/REC
Mr Dickinson, the Chairman of Friends of Hatch Grange, reported that the group have applied for a grant from the Moorgreen Hospital League of Friends. The League of Friends has funds at their disposal for the benefit of local community groups. Mr Dickinson said that, if successful, Friends of Hatch Grange hope to use the money towards putting in new gates which comply with Disability Discrimination Act Legislation.
Megan Green
The groundstaff are working on clearing trees etc as time permits.
Quob Green

The ongoing maintenance is continuing. No feedback has been received regarding the tree survey (see 54/11/REC para 3). The groundsmen have reported that they met someone who was doing this survey for the Forestry Commission.
88/11/REC 
MOORGREEN RECREATION GROUND
A letter has been received from EBC stating that the dog mess problems have lessened sufficiently for them to consider the area acceptable. The groundstaff feel that the floor signs that Eastleigh Borough Council used were very effective. The Clerk has contacted EBC to see if the Parish Council can buy their own. EBC cannot remember where they were purchased, the Clerk will arrange for these to be sourced via the internet.

89/11/REC 
TOWNHILL FARM RECREATION AREAs incl (Carpathia/Upmill)
The fencing repairs outstanding at Carpathia Play Area. Mrs Ramseyer will chase up quotes.
90/11/REC
WEST END FOOTBALL FACILITY 

There was a serious graffiti attack on the building at Cutbush Lane. Pictures of the damage were tabled and were previously circulated to all Councillors. Fortunately The Parish Council had just painted the building with a product which makes removal of graffiti easier, so Eastleigh Borough Council were able to spray off the building. Photographs of the building after the work were tabled. Councillors said that they were very grateful to Eastleigh Borough Council for their swift action in helping the Parish Council remove the damage. It was agreed that the Clerk will write an official thank you letter to Eastleigh Borough Council.
Parking is still an issue and it was agreed that extending the car park should be a priority for next year’s budget. Mrs Ramseyer has written to the Sunday teams to see if they are willing to change their times to make more of a gap between the end of one game and start of another. 

91/11/REC
WEST END CEMETERY/BURIAL GROUND
Burial Ground:  It has been reported at the last meeting that there was some damage to a car from a falling branch. The Clerk has now received written details and the insurance company have advised that it would not be worth going through them as there is a £250 excess. They suggested that the Parish Council could pay a percentage of the costs of the damage as a gesture of goodwill. The Committee agreed to make a payment of £160.00 to the car owner to cover half the costs. The award is to be made without prejudice.
Proposed: 
Councillor Asman

Seconded 
Councillor Rest

In Favour: 
Unanimous 
A complaint was received regarding unexplained markings on a new Welsh slate headstone. The family were very distressed by this and suggested that the marks were caused by the groundsmen’s maintenance work.  The Stonemason has revisited the site and agrees with the groundstaff that sap from Oak tree has caused this marking.  

Cemetery:  The groundstaff have now removed the wooden beams in the Memorial Gardens. One beam was found to be rotten and was becoming dangerous.
Some tree work at the rear of Lime Gardens was undertaken by tree surgeon this week.
92/11/REC
WEST END YOUTH CLUB

Mr Petterson presented his report of current activities. A copy is attached at the end of these minutes at Appendix 1.
Councillor Rest commented that he had been disappointed by the lack of a positive response from the Rose Bowl, at last week’s Liaison Meeting, regarding siting a skatepark on the Rose Bowl site.   There was a lengthy discussion about how there would be a window of opportunity to prepare an appropriate area while the current building works are ongoing. 

The Committee agreed to take forward the proposal to the Rose Bowl. They also agreed that it was important to show the widespread community support for the proposal and those future representations to the Rose Bowl should include youth club members, skatepark designers and as many interested parties as possible. Mr Annetts said that he was surprised how few local residents attend the Rose Bowl Liaison meetings.

The Committee reasserted its commitment to supporting the Youth Club in their desire to have a permanent skatepark in West End subject to finding a suitable location. The Clerk will ensure that specific mention is made to the skatepark in the Eastleigh Borough Council Community Investment Programme. The Committee decided that the Clerk should allocate funding to the skatepark in the budget currently being prepared for the 2012/2013 financial year. 
Proposed: 
Councillor Turl
Seconded:
Councillor Rest
In Favour:
Unanimous 
Committee Members and members of the public who had attended the Rose Bowl Liaison Meeting said that they felt that the possibility of the Rose Bowl agreeing to a skatepark on their land did not seem positive. Councillor Turl asked if there are any other sites which have been yet to be considered. Mr Petterson said that Jon Riddell and he had visited a site opposite the Rose Bowl near the motorway in the past. Mr Petterson said that he was unsure who owns this land and had not done a full feasibility study for siting the skatepark in that area. It was agreed that the Clerk would contact Jon Riddell and establish the ownership and status of this piece of land. The owners will then be contacted to obtain their agreement to carrying out a feasibility study.

Proposed:
Councillor Turl

Seconded:
Councillor Rest

In Favour:
Unanimous
Mr Rolls offered to assist with producing maps showing the proximity of buildings to assist with the feasibility study.
93/11/REC
ALLOTMENTS

The improvements to the drive and car parking area for the new plots is scheduled for the Autumn.

Following letters sent last month, two allotments have been relinquished.  These will be let again shortly.  

The Clerk will arrange an inspection of the plots with a representative from West End Garden and Allotment Association (WEGAA) before the next meeting.
The rubbish dumping on the grazing area is continuing. The grazier alleges that allotment plot holders are dumping this and trying to victimise her.  This was reported to last meeting. The situation remains the same. The Parish Council will continue to monitor this problem.  .

The Thrive Project is ongoing.  Some of the Parish Council staff attended the barbecue they held to celebrate the success of their first season as West End allotment holders.  They have just purchased a shed. Councillor Hannen reported that she hopes to devote some time to assisting with the allotment once the current leader has finished his initial work in setting up the project. Councillor Hannen said that the volunteers may be looking to help out on other allotment holders who are struggling with their plots due to ill health. The Clerk suggested that any requests for assistance should come via the Parish Council.
Meeting Closed at 9.20 p.m.
94/11/REC 
DATE OF NEXT MEETING *
Wednesday 16th November 2011 at 7.15pm.
APPENDIX 1
WINTER WORK SCHEDULE
CUTBUSH

Paint building with Anti-Graffiti Paint

Clear ditch between bank and Haskins

CARPATHIA

Lower the tree line backing on to school playing fields

Replace metal fence

Strip down and check small roundabout

CHARTWELL

Tidy up trees etc in surrounding areas

MEGAN

Clear areas backing on to Patricia Close and Hornbeam Gardens

ALLOTMENTS

Finish off car park/driveway

Replace two inner gates

CEMETERY

Clean gates

Work on trees etc

Paint fence to motorway

Extend ashes area

Remove wood/brickwork over ashes area

QUOB GREEN

Tidy front up

BARNSLAND

Work on hedges etc

PARISH CENTRE

Lay flooring in Green Room

Garden side of hall needs work

Guttering work needed

Replace slabs at base of Barbe Baker memorial statue

TOWNHILL FARM COMMUNITY CENTRE

Replace tap and paint cleaner’s cupboard

HATCH GRANGE

Tidy up bottom field

Lay pea-shingle by workshop

Cow Field

Gates require some work

Fence to be repaired

FIRE STATION

Paint building and outer fence

GENERAL WORKS

PAT Test all electrical appliances

Carry out work to inside and outside of new workshop
Appendix 2

Youth Leader’s Report

· Our recent trips to Lazerquest and this year’s Moonwalk both went down well. We are repeating the Lazerquest trip for our older young people on Tuesday 8th November for fun. Our two teams at the Moonwalk had a lot of fun and the results are still to be confirmed.

· We have a trip booked at the Nuffield Theatre to see ‘Alchemy in the UK’on Monday 24th October, tickets are still available. Also, in the half-term we are running a senior drop-in session on Tuesday 25th October and a junior day session on Thursday 27th October.

· We are also looking to confirm a booking with a local horse riding stable on Thursday 3rd November for our Pre’nager group to coincide with the YCP using the building. This should be a lot of fun.

· We will be fundraising on Friday 4th November at The YoutHouse to charge for parking spaces for the firework evening. This works pretty well and we can offer food as well, this runs alongside the Friday usual evening session.

· We have two volunteers to help lay the wreath for Remembrance Sunday. West End Young Person of the Year, Ginine Molineaux and Merissa Kane have both agreed to do this on the day.

· Nikki Penny and myself have four training opportunities coming up:

Sexual health training to be taught at The YoutHouse; Universal Training 1 & 2 on 20th October & 24th November; Sex and Relationships Education Training; What’s In The Box Training on 28th November and 5th December. 
These training courses will work alongside the upcoming sexual health project with West End Parish Council and Amy Robertson.
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