

Recreation & Environment 20th July 2011

WEST END PARISH COUNCIL

MINUTES OF THE RECREATION & ENVIRONMENT COMMITTEE MEETING, WEDNESDAY 20TH JULY 2011 AT THE WEST END PARISH CENTRE, 

CHAPEL ROAD, WEST END COMMENCING AT 7.15 PM.

PRESENT: 


Councillors:

Mrs J Hughes (Chairman)



Prof A Rest




Mr T Noyce




Mrs J Asman



Mrs S Turl




Mrs S Hannen 
(Apologies were received, but Councillor Hannen 






 arrived at 7.55pm)
In attendance: 
Mrs L Cooke, Parish Clerk   





Mrs A Ramseyer, Assistant to the Parish Clerk



Mr I Alderman, Head Groundsman
Members of the Public:
Mr R Annetts, Mr I Rolls, Mr R Davies, Mr N Dickinson



50/11/REC
APOLOGIES 


Apologies were received and accepted from Councillor Ms A Mortimer and Mr S Petterson the Youth Leader. Councillor Mrs C Boulton was absent.
51/11/REC
DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST

Members were invited to declare interests in relation to items of business on the agenda. 
Councillor Mrs T Turl declared an interest as Chairman of Moorgreen Road Residents Association.

Councillor Mrs Asman declared an interest as a member of the West End Garden and Allotment Association and as the wife of an allotment holder.

Councillor Mr Noyce is an allotment holder.

Councillor Prof. Rest has been acting as mentor for the skatepark proposal.
52/11/REC
MINUTES OF MEETING HELD ON 15TH JUNE 2011
The Minutes of the meeting held on 15th June were already accepted as a true record at the full Parish Council Meeting held 13th July 2011and were signed by the Chairman. 
Proposed: 
Councillor Mrs S Turl
Seconded: 
Councillor Mrs J Asman
In favour:
Unanimous
53/11/REC
MATTERS ARISING


All covered by agenda headings
54/11/REC
CORRESPONDENCE
1. The Public Art Strategy Review has been received from Eastleigh Borough Council. The document asks for comments via e-mail to publicartstrategy@easteligh.gov.uk  and/or completion of a questionnaire via the website:www.eastleigh.gov.uk/publicartstrategy.  The extract referring to West End was tabled. Councillors were asked to respond to the review with any thoughts and suggestions for appropriate subjects.
2. A consultation draft document has been received from Eastleigh Borough Council. The Community Investment Programme Priorities 2011-2014 for West End had previously been circulated to all councillors by e-mail.  The Clerk asked Councillors to let her have any comments and suggested additions as soon as possible. It was noted that the groundstaff have already made a few suggestions of projects which could benefit West End.
3. The Clerk reported that a letter has been received from the Forestry Commission regarding the National Forest Inventory.  The Commission have requested to carry out survey on an area in West End which includes part of Megan Green, Quob Green and part of the cemetery. 
4. The Royal Society for the Prevention of Accidents (RoSPA) Report on the play areas has been received.  There were no serious problems or risks to note. Wetpour repairs are necessary at several sites.  The groundstaff will work through report in due course and address the issues raised.

5. A request has been received from Jon Riddell (HEWEB Local Area Co-ordinator) asking if the groundstaff could help to renew fencing/gate in Hickory Gardens. The fencing was replaced by residents, but does not comply with DDA (Disability Discrimination Act) regulations. It was noted that Eastleigh Borough Council will pay for staff time and materials. Mr Alderman said that his team will look at the site and see if they are able to assist.
6. The minutes of the Friends of Hatch Grange meeting held on 4th July were tabled.
7. The EBC Park Sports programme details for the period 1st August to 2nd September have been received. There are dance classes on Wednesday afternoons and a mobile skatepark one day at The YoutHouse/ Moorgreen Recreation Ground.
8. Newsletters, etc. received this month:    Volunteering Matters; Community Action Hampshire; Hampshire Playing Fields Association newsletter; ESPOPF; British Register of Accredited Memorial Masons.

55/11/REC 
EVENTS FOR 2011/2012
Carnival – The Carnival was held on 25th June 2011. This was a successful day. A letter has been received from the Carnival Association, expressing their thanks for the help the Parish Council staff and Councillors had given them. Councillor Mrs Turl suggested that the Council should reciprocate with an official letter of thanks to the Carnival Association for everything they do to make the day so enjoyable. This was agreed.
Councillor Mrs Turl had attended the Carnival Committee on 7th July and reported that the Moorgreen Road Residents Association had pledged their support to future events. The Carnival Association have decided to have separate working groups to deal with different aspects of the organisation, such as advertising, Treasurer etc. They hope that with more volunteers, people with experience will come forward to work on the various aspects of putting together the event. The theme for the 2012 Carnival is ‘The Best of British’.
The Carnival Awards Evening will be held at 6 p.m. on Sunday 25th September 2011 at the Hilldene Community Centre.
Remembrance Sunday
Sunday 13th November 2011, 

Clerk will be applying for a Road Closure.  The tea following the service will be at Hilldene Community Centre.
Christmas Fair – St, James Church Christmas Fair will be held at the Parish Centre on Saturday 3rd December 2011

Turning on the Lights
-Friday 2nd December 2011  

The new decoration lights for the roof of the Parish Centre are ready for delivery. The Clerk has requested that delivery is delayed until the new workshop is completed, so the necessary space is available and it will less likely for any damage to occur if the lights are moved. The Mayor of Eastleigh will be attending. The Carnival Court will also be invited. Further plans will be discussed at the September Recreation and Environment Committee meeting.
Senior Citizen’s Party
Sunday 11th December 2011

Pantomime
Monday 19th December. 2.00 p.m.

The pantomime is booked. This will be Rudolf the Red Nose Reindeer.
Diamond Jubilee -June 2012  
The Clerk reported that she will arrange to meet with representatives of the Local History Society in order to progress with the proposed Heritage Trail.  The Clerk will be asking for quotes for producing commemorative plaques.
As agreed at last meeting, the Clerk has asked for quotes for new signage to be made for all the twenty five sites previously identified. These signs will be marked with additional wording to reflect that the signage was commissioned in commemoration of the Diamond Jubilee.  Initial findings suggest that the unit cost per sign would be approximately £50 not including fixings. Jon Riddell has asked the Eastleigh Borough Council Design Team to give us some advice, as the current draft sign does not comply with the Disability Discrimination Act Legislation.
The Clerk asked Councillors if the Parish Council would like to participate in the national celebrations by lighting the beacon on the bank holiday on Monday 4th June 2012. It was agreed that the beacon should be lit. Councillors were asked to consider whether the Parish Council would like to arrange any additional celebrations. A hog roast was suggested. Councillor Mrs Turl agreed to investigate the cost hiring a company to provide a hog roast. Councillors were asked to bring ideas to the September meeting. The Parish Council will need to consider how much money should be provided to organise an event.
56/11/REC
BARNSLAND
Mrs. Pauline Berry, a member of West End Local History Society, has written a very interesting article entitled ‘The Chequered Past of Barnsland Recreation Ground 1929-1939’.  It was agreed that this could be added to the next newsletter.

The groundstaff are currently cutting the grass and hedges.
The Youth Leader has apologised for not yet having arranged to remove the graffiti in Barnsland and from the sub-station in Sharon Road. He has promised to get this done as soon as possible. Councillor Noyce has received several complaints about the graffiti and asked the Clerk to chase up the problem.

Mr Alderman reported that the soil tests on Cutbush Lane show that the ground is not currently suitable for creating a cricket square 
(See also item 60/11/REC paragraph 2). He asked if, long term, it might be beneficial to consider using Barnsland to create a cricket facility at Barnsland rather than Cutbush Lane. The soil at Barnsland, being clay based, is more likely to be suitable for cricket pitches. There was a long discussion about the merits of both sites. It was noted that any option would have major cost implications. 
Councillor T Noyce asked if the Clerk could start a reserve in the budget to enable the Parish Council to be able to provide a cricket facility in West End in the future. This was agreed.

Proposed
Councillor T Noyce

Seconded
Councillor Mrs J Hughes

In Favour
Unanimous
57/11/REC
HATCH GRANGE / MEGAN GREEN/QUOB GREEN 
The groundstaff are currently working on cutting the grass and hedges at all these sites
Hatch Grange
· The workshop facility on Hatch Grange is close to completion. The Clerk is awaiting confirmation that a new telephone line has been installed so that arrangements can be made to fit an alarm system.
· The Wednesday volunteer group met this morning led by Mr Steve Adams of the groundstaff. Four volunteers turned up to continue the work on thinning out saplings at Centenary Copse.

· The self-closing mechanism for the play area gate has now been fitted. 

· The groundstaff will now be regularly cutting and collecting the grass in the Site of Importance for Nature Conservation (SINC) area. They do not currently have a suitable mower for this work and have asked that this be considered in next year’s budget.
· The Clerk is still awaiting contact from John Morris from EBC to advise the Parish Council how to proceed with an application for a Green Flag Award for Hatch Grange. The Clerk has established that the eight key criteria are as follows: welcoming place; healthy, safe and secure; clean and well maintained; sustainability; conservation and heritage; community involvement; marketing; management. Councillors were pleased to note that Hatch Grange would appear to meet all of these aspects. 
· The Clerk and groundstaff had a meeting on Monday 18th July with Mr. Martin Reeves, a representative from Grasslands UK.  Mr Reeves had contacted the Parish Council, on the suggestion of Richard Mould Ryan and Rachel Hardy at EBC.  Grasslands UK are funded by a Lottery Grant and are setting up a new community based project with EBC to encourage more involvement by local communities in grasslands, meadows and other associated habitats.  They intend to set up various community activities to support and enhance the events and workdays etc. already organised by the Parish Council and Friends of Hatch Grange (FoHG). There would be no charge to the Parish Council.  At this stage, they would require a letter of support from the Parish Council to submit with their grant application to demonstrate support and interest in the project. 
It was agreed that a letter of support should be sent and that Mr Reeves should also meet with the FoHG at their 5th September meeting. 
Proposed:
Councillor T Noyce

Seconded:
Councillor J Hughes

In Favour:
Unanimous

Megan Green

The groundstaff are thinning out the trees when time allows.  The Clerk has still not received any details regarding when the Community Payback team may be on site.

It was reported that garden rubbish being dumped at rear of Elm Gardens. The groundstaff will keep an eye on this and appropriate action will be taken if the dumping continues.
Quob Green

A large limb which had broken on a Willow tree has been dealt with this week.  
58/11/REC 
MOORGREEN RECREATION GROUND
Little Gems have completed the work in the garden area of the Youth Club.

Eastleigh Borough Council has increased the dog fouling signage on the recreation ground. 

59/11/REC 
TOWNHILL FARM RECREATION AREAs incl (Carpathia/Upmill)
Work is continuing with cutting grass and hedges.
The Clerk is awaiting a quote for replacing several of the fencing panels at the Carpathia play area.

60/11/REC
WEST END FOOTBALL FACILITY 

The cutting grass and hedges is continuing.
The Clerk tabled a report regarding the proposed cricket facility at Cutbush Lane. A copy was previously circulated to Councillors by e-mail. The main points were as follows:
· The analysis of the soil sample has been received and unfortunately the soil is not of an acceptable standard for a cricket pitch.  The groundstaff estimate that it will cost between £5,000-£10,000 and at least two years’ nurturing, to improve the quality of the soil.  This is before purchasing any necessary maintenance and cricket equipment, e.g. decent roller, cricket green mower and attachments, side screens, score boards, upgrading the building to provide additional storage space,  tea and scoring facilities etc.  Looking at current cost of equipment this could be in the region of £30,000.   Providing additional parking and staff hours will also have to be taken into consideration.

· It was suggested that the Parish progress this to provide a ‘lesser’ pitch facility for more recreational cricket which would not be suitable/acceptable for league cricket. However, the groundstaff do not think this would be worthwhile. Having contacted a local team, it appears that it is quality, ‘cricket only’ facilities which are required, so a ground for any organised team would need to be of an agreed standard.
As reported under item 56/11/REC paragraph 4, Councillors agreed to the Clerk setting up a reserve in the budget to create a cricket facility. There was a discussion about other options for funding, such as from Sport England. Mr Rolls offered his assistance to help set up a cricket facility in West End.
The works on the shower room and building is continuing. The tiling work is scheduled for 28th/29th July 2011.
The football contracts are ready to go out.  There are three teams on Saturday afternoons; three teams Sunday morning, two teams Sunday noon and one team on Sunday 2.30 p.m.

A letter has been received from ‘residents of Stour Close’ complaining about parking. It has not been possible to respond directly, as no name and address was given.
An e-mail complaint has been received regarding ‘organised’ play on a Thursday evenings at Cutbush.  As the gates are not open when the facility has not been officially booked, cars are parking in the cul-de-sacs in the vicinity.  Mrs Ramseyer has been in touch with the team that have been identified but no response has been received to date. 
61/11/REC
WEST END CEMETERY/BURIAL GROUND

Burial Ground :  Grass and hedge cutting is continuing.
Cemetery :  Work is continuing with cutting the grass and hedges.
The Parish Council has had several requests for Memorial trees. An administration charge has been introduced for this when there is no internment involved. This charge will go towards the groundstaff’s time in planting and maintaining the tree. Mr Alderman reported that there is not much more space left for tree planting.

Councillor Prof. Rest reported that Scandanavian burial site practices seem to work well. He will report back with further details to the next meeting.

62/11/REC
WEST END YOUTH CLUB
Mr Petterson, the Youth Leader sent his apologies and provided a report. Summarised as follows:

· The summer programme of activities has been completed.

· The Youth Team were disappointed that this year they have not received any discounts from Itchen Valley. We have arranged a barbecue for the summer, The team are also looking into negotiating discounts with Go Ape, but even with a discount it will still be inaccessible to some of the young people.

· EBC have arranged some activities over the summer at The YoutHouse. There is a mobile skatepark coming on 22nd August and dance classes throughout the summer on Wednesday evenings.

· The Fairthorne Project has finished and was declared a success. The Parish Council were praised for their continued support with this programme. The team got a really good deal from Fairthorne, due to positive partnership working – abseiling, climbing, kayaking and food for £7.00.
· Contact has been made with the Rose Bowl Trust. It is hoped that a meeting can be arranged to discuss finding a suitable location at The Rose Bowl for a skatepark rather than requesting funding.

· Mr Petterson’s degree course is nearly at an end. He is currently working on research into residents perceptions of skateparks.  Hopefully, this will be useful for the current project.

· A draft petition has been drawn up for residents petitioning the Rose Bowl for a location for a skatepark – as discussed at the last meeting
· There was a HEWEB Youth Conference, where it was decided that a steering group be selected to provide a plan for covering youth work in the HEWEB area should HCC cuts prove severe. West End Parish Council was praised for their positive youth work approach and the set-up that exists. It was described by Jon Riddell and others present as the “ideal model”. A steering group was formed from people attending to work out a plan for the future of youth work in the area. A steering group meeting has been arranged in Hedge End Centre for Thursday 8th September at 6.30pm.

· The Carnival a success in helping raise funds from the stall as well as taking a well-deserved first place for the YoutHouse float. We also did well for the Carnival Quiz, winning a much deserved wooden spoon award.
Councillor Noyce said that he would investigate whether the Youth club should be able to obtain a discount at Itchen Valley Country Park and Go-Ape. 
A copy of  the YoutHouse summer programme was tabled.

A copy of the draft petition to the Rose Bowl regarding the skatepark was tabled for discussion. It was agreed that with a few minor changes of grammar, and addition of the names and logos of groups supporting the petition, the petition should be circulated. Moorgreen Road Residents and the members of the public present agreed to assist with obtaining signatures. Mr Rolls presented a document he had produced which showed the distance of various proposed skatepark sites from residential areas. The Committee thanked Mr Rolls for his work on this and he agreed that he would be happy to help produce similar maps for any other sites if required.
63/11/REC
ALLOTMENTS
The improvements to the drive and car parking area for new plots are scheduled for the autumn.

The groundstaff are concerned that the new allotment holders are not aware that they strim around the plots and some glass had recently been dumped where strimming takes place.  Reminder letters will be sent to these tenants.
The Parish Council have received complaints that there are a couple of allotments not being worked.  Mrs Ramseyer has sent the initial letter to the tenants.
The Thrive Project is proving very successful and they are now doing two mornings per week on Wednesdays and Friday mornings. They receive ongoing support from EBC Community Payback Team and Jon Riddell. The Project Leader is concerned about how this group will keep going when his six month commitment is complete.  He will contact the West End Garden and Allotment Association (WEGAA) to see if they will support the group. Councillor Mrs Hannen that she had worked with the charity in the past and would be happy to contact Thrive to offer assistance to take the project forward when they step down in October. 

There has been no further work on Self-Management of the allotments. 
Meeting Closed at 9.00 p.m.
64/11/REC 
DATE OF NEXT MEETING *
Wednesday 21st September 2011 at 7.15pm.
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