

Recreation & Environment 20th July 2011


WEST END PARISH COUNCIL

MINUTES OF THE RECREATION & ENVIRONMENT COMMITTEE MEETING, WEDNESDAY 21ST SEPTEMBER 2011 AT THE WEST END PARISH CENTRE, 

CHAPEL ROAD, WEST END COMMENCING AT 7.15 PM.

PRESENT: 


Councillors:

Mrs J Hughes (Chairman)



Mr T Noyce




Mrs J Asman



Mrs S Turl




Mrs S Hannen



Mrs C Boulton 

In attendance: 
Mrs L Cooke, Parish Clerk   





Mrs A Ramseyer, Assistant to the Parish Clerk



Mr I Alderman, Head Groundsman



Mr S Petterson, Youth Leader

Members of the Public:
Mr I Rolls
65/11/REC
APOLOGIES 


Apologies were received and accepted from Councillor Prof. A Rest. 
66/11/REC
DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST

Members were invited to declare interests in relation to items of business on the agenda. 
Councillor Mrs T Turl declared an interest as Chairman of Moorgreen Road Residents Association.

Councillor Mrs Asman declared an interest as a member of the West End Garden and Allotment Association and as the wife of an allotment holder.

Councillor Mr Noyce is an allotment holder.

67/11/REC
MINUTES OF MEETING HELD ON 20TH JULY 2011

The Minutes of the meeting held on 20th July were already accepted as a true record at the full Parish Council Meeting held 14th September 2011, subject to the following amendments: 


56/11, page 4, Barnsland – Councillor Clarke requested that “Councillor T Noyce asked if the Clerk could start a reserve in the budget to enable the Parish Council to be able to provide a cricket facility in West End in the future” be changed to “Councillor Noyce asked the Clerk to refer the matter to Policy & Resources Committee ”.

62/11, page 7, West End Youth Club – bullet point 5 should read: “Contact has been made with the Rose Bowl” not the Rose Bowl Trust as this does not currently exist.


Last paragraph re. clarification regarding petition.  See Appendix 2 attached to these minutes, which is a statement from Councillor Mrs Turl which sets out the situation on behalf of the Committee. 

Councillor Noyce was not happy with the amendment to 56/11 Para 4, as he said all members of the Committee are well aware of Standing Orders that the recommendation would have to be sent to the Policy and Resources Committee and ratified by Full Council, therefore it was not necessary to amend what was actually said.
The Committee decision to accept the Minutes was Unanimous

68/11/REC
MATTERS ARISING


All covered by agenda headings
69/11/REC
CORRESPONDENCE

1. The Minutes of the Friends of Hatch Grange Meeting held on 5th September 2011 were tabled.

2. Newsletters, etc. received this month:    CPRE – Field Work and Countryside Voice; Sports Turf Amenity and Leisure

70/11/REC 
EVENTS FOR 2011/2012


Carnival
The Carnival Awards Evening will be held at 6 p.m. on Sunday 25th September 2011 at the Hilldene Community Centre. 
Councillor Mrs Turl gave a report on the Carnival Committee Meeting held on Monday 19th September. The Carnival date will be 16th June 2012. The Theme is ‘The Best of British’. Councillor Turl said that the Committee would be working to engage with the local schools and businesses to attract more participants and to ensure ongoing support for the future. The Carnival Committee AGM is scheduled for 25th October 2011 at the Parish Centre. 
Remembrance Sunday
Sunday 13th November 2011, 

St Brigid’s Church has agreed to allow the Church to be used for the service. Mr Brian Smith has agreed to conduct the service. Mr Scott Langridge has confirmed that he will be able to play the bugle during the service. The service will start at 2.30pm Refreshments following the service will be provided at Hilldene Community Centre. Invitations have been sent to local groups. Wreaths will be ordered in due course.
The Clerk will be applying for a Road Closure. She said that volunteers to steward the road closure will be required. It was agreed the Mr Steve Broomfield and Mr Colin Murphy should be asked to read the names of the fallen. 

Proposed: 
Councillor T Noyce
Seconded:
Councillor Mrs S Turl
In Favour:
Unanimous
Christmas Fair – St, James Church Christmas Fair will be held at the Parish Centre on Saturday 3rd December 2011

Turning on the Lights
-Friday 2nd December 2011  

The Mayor of Eastleigh will be attending. The Committee agreed to adopt the same format as for previous years, with Mulled Wine and mince pies. The Salvation Army has been invited.
Senior Citizen’s Party
Sunday 11th December 2011

The Plonkers or Entertainment Express will not be available to perform at the party. Mrs Ramseyer has contacted a singer who specialises in entertaining older audiences and is waiting for confirmation of how much she will charge for the party.
Pantomime
Monday 19th December. 2.00 p.m.

The pantomime is booked. This will be Rudolf the Red Nose Reindeer.
Diamond Jubilee Bank Holiday Monday – 4th June 2012  

The Parish Council is now registered to participate in the national event lighting beacons across the UK.  The time for the beacon to be lit will be at approximately 10.00 p.m.  The costs involved would be staff time and for organised entertainment. During a discussion in the office with Councillor Noyce, it was suggested that the Council book a band e.g. New Forest Band (charge £300). Punch & Judy (£185) and maybe Morris Men (£150) – and other Children’s entertainment e.g. Balloon Lady (£190). It was suggested that the people who provide the bouncy castle, rides etc. at the carnival should be approached. They normally pay £100 for pitch at the carnival. A discussion took place regarding whether they could be asked to donate a percentage of their takings rather than pay for a pitch, but it was decided that the Parish Council should ask for the same fee to go towards providing other entertainment. It was agreed to advertise this as a free event and invite people to bring their own picnic etc. 

The Committee decided that a sum of £1000.00 should be put into the budget to provide entertainment.

Proposed: 
Councillor T Noyce

Seconded:
Councillor Mrs J Asman

In Favour:
Unanimous

Titanic Commemorations

Reverend Brian Pickett has informed the Clerk of the details of Titanic Commemorations next year. These will include wreath laying at Captain Rostron’s grave in West End Burial Ground at approximately 11.15 a.m. on Sunday 15th April 2012 followed by Civic Service at St. Mary’s at 2.00 p.m.

The opening of Sea City Museum on 10th April 2012 will be heralded by concerts on 11th, 12th and 13th April at various locations in Southampton.  Further details will be available soon.

Mr Alderman reported that Captain Rostron’s grave is in need of some maintenance to the stonework and lettering. He agreed that the groundsmen would carry out some work to tidy up the plot and pathway leading to the grave.
Heritage Trail.  Commemorative plaques. The Clerk has contacted the West End Local History Society who have suggested five plaques:  
 

SIR A.H. ROSTRON - Chalk Hill 

RICHARD St. BARBE BAKER - Beacon Road

C.B. FRY - Beacon Road

SISTER KATE ORAM - Chapel Road

ALDERMAN FRED WOOLLEY - Quob Farmhouse/new housing at bottom of Chalk Hill

The Clerk has recently received an enquiry from English Heritage asking if the Parish Council wish to pursue its interest in commemorative plaques. They are compiling a database of all known plaque schemes in England which they propose to publish on their website later this year. It was agreed that the Clerk should reply to English Heritage to say that the Parish Council is still interested in the plaques, but is still not in a position to go forward. It was noted that each plaque could cost approx. £200.  

As previously discussed, an ‘explore West End’ leaflet could be produced and the Blue Plaques would be included in this.

New signage, It was agreed at the last meeting for Clerk to obtain budget costings for new signage. This would be replace the existing signage and would commemorate the Queen’s Diamond Jubilee. A very detailed estimate was received from a company giving the total cost £5,555.  
The Committe decided to  recommend that this project to replace the signage be included in the budget for 2012/13.

Proposed: 
Councillor Mrs J. Hughes
Seconded:
Councillor Mrs S Hannen
In Favour:
Unanimous

71/11/REC
BARNSLAND
The Youth Leader has cleaned some of the graffiti in Barnsland with the help of some young people. Some of the graffiti was inaccessible without ladders and Mr Petterson was concerned about safety. Mr Petterson asked if it would be possible for the young people to paint the shelter. Mr Alderman said that special paint would be required, as there is a coating on the shelter and ordinary paint will not adhere to this. It was agreed that Mr Petterson will contact the shelter manufacturer to ask what type of paint is suitable. The graffiti on the sub-station in Sharon Road has not yet been removed. Mr Petterson asked if the young people would be able to paint some street art on this. As the Parish Council does not own this, it was agreed that Mr Petterson will contact the gas company to ask if they would be happy for this to be done. It was noted that, if permitted,  it would be a good idea to give the young people ownership of this project by giving them an input into the designs and application of the artwork.
There has been a complaint from residents about the parking from the informal football sessions held on a Saturday morning.  The Clerk will contact the team.
72/11/REC
HATCH GRANGE / MEGAN GREEN/QUOB GREEN 
Green Flag Award for Hatch Grange 

John Morris from EBC has completed an assessment of Hatch Grange based on the Green Flag criteria and reported  that Hatch Grange would have just passed.  He has however recommended improvements to ensure a good pass.  A copy of the Green Flag Award score sheet was previously circulated by e-mail to Councillors.  John Morris is also preparing an action plan which will include estimates of costs and prioritise the recommendations which will assist with the Green Flag award.  He will also draft a ten year management plan which will need to be approved by Council by January 2012 in order to apply for the award in 2012/13.  The cost implications would be about £300 and Council will need to approve this expenditure before proceeding with this. HEWEB have kindly agreed to pay John Morris’ costs for his work preparing his report. The Committee agreed that the funding to go forward with a Green Flag application should be made available.
Proposed: 
Councillor Mrs Hannen

Seconded: 
Councillor Mrs Hughes

In Favour: 
Unanimous

John Morris has also suggested that the Parish Council consider registering Hatch Grange with the Queen Elizabeth II Challenge, which is a campaign to protect  outdoor spaces for local communities to commemorate the Queen’s Diamond Jubilee and the London 2012 Olympics.  If Hatch Grange were accepted there would be costs involved, including legal costs for the preparation and registration (approx. £1200) and commemorative plinth/plaque (approx. £300).  There was a discussion about the connotations of registering Hatch Grange with this scheme.  Councillors considered that registration would only introduce an additional tier of authority to which decisions on the management of Hatch Grange would need to be referred. Councillors decided not to proceed with registration with this scheme.
Proposed: 
Councillor Mrs Hannen

Seconded: 
Councillor Mrs Hughes

In Favour
Unanimous

Hatch Grange 

There are still ongoing issues with builder not completing the workshop facility on Hatch Grange.  The Architect has now given deadlines for completion. There will be a meeting with the Architect, Quantity Surveyor and Builder next Thursday.  The Clerk and Councillor Noyce as Chairman of the Parish Council, will also attend. 
The Wednesday volunteer group met this morning led by Steve Adams of the groundstaff. Five volunteers turned up. They were planting some wild flower seeds. 
The groundstaff need to cut and collect the grass in the Site of Importance for Nature Conservation (SINC) area. The Clerk asked the Committee to consider the long term management of this area. The cost of a tractor attachment to cut and collect would be approximately £4000.00. After some discussion, it was agreed to get a quotation from a contractor to cut and collect the grass once more this year and to look at contracting a grazier to have cattle on the area from next May.
Proposed: 
Councillor T Noyce

Seconded: 
Councillor J Asman

In Favour:
Unamimous

Megan Green

The Clerk reported that the Community Payback team have cleared some of the trees at the rear of Patricia Close. The Eastleigh Borough Council officer who was supervising this initiative has now left the job, so this work has now stopped. Although the trees were felled, they were not chipped and cleared away. The groundsmen will carry this work as their schedule permits.
The Clerk will establish when the Hampshire Conservation Volunteers will be able to schedule in work on the trees.
Quob Green

Ongoing maintenance is continuing.

73/11/REC 
MOORGREEN RECREATION GROUND
A request was received by the Planning and Highways Committee from a resident asking to re-instate the barriers on the pathway through to Monarch Way. The Clerk has contacted Eastleigh Borough Council and been told that the barriers that were there previously would no longer be suitable as they do not comply with Disability Discrimination Act legislation. The Eastleigh Borough Council Engineers are looking at other possible solutions.
74/11/REC 
TOWNHILL FARM RECREATION AREAs incl (Carpathia/Upmill)
There is an accumulation of rubbish in the area behind the Townhill shops. There have also been several reports of large delivery lorries not using a banksman. The Clerk has e-mailed Tesco and the Management Company.
75/11/REC
WEST END FOOTBALL FACILITY 

As the Parish Council hopes to be able to create a cricket facility in West End, Mr Alderman has attended an Institute of Groundsman Foundation Part B Course in order to gain further knowledge about the preparation and maintenance of cricket pitches. Mr Alderman reported that he found the course very informative and was now aware of how labour intensive the management of cricket pitches will be. 

The works on the shower room and toilets has been completed.   They are now very clean and tidy. 

The football season has now started. There have been no issues to date. There is a relief caretaker looking after the teams and facility at the moment. 
Parking is still an issue. The Parish Council will need to look at extending car park in next year’s budget. The Clerk will obtain quotes for this work.
A complaint was received regarding ‘organised’ play during evenings. It has been established that one of the teams is Chartwell Green, who have a contract with the council to play on Sunday mornings. The Committee accepted that it is difficult to stop groups meeting there in the evening as it is not a locked facility.  It was also noted that these practise sessions will probably cease once the clocks have gone back.  It was agreed that the team would be contacted and asked to avoid playing in the goal mouths to avoid unnecessary damage. Mr Alderman suggested that in the long term it may be wise to invest in removable goal posts which would make it less likely that play would be concentrated in the goal areas at times other than for the scheduled fixtures.
76/11/REC
WEST END CEMETERY/BURIAL GROUND
Burial Ground :  It has been reported that there was some damage to a car from a falling branch. The Clerk is waiting for written details before contacting the insurance company However the policy does have a £250 excess.
Cemetery :  An e-mail was  received from the widow of someone who is buried at Quob Lane Cemetery because they could not be buried in their own parish because there is no space left in that cemetery. The rules of Quob Lane Cemetery state that fees for non-residents are trebled. The lady stated that having paid the additional fees for the purchase of the grave space and for the interment, it seems unfair to also be asked for extra fees for the erection of a memorial, especially as her son and his family live in West End. The Committee sympathised with the correspondent and agreed that on this occasion the resident fee could be applied. The Clerk will contact the widow to advise her of this decision.
Proposed : 
Councillor Mrs Asman

Seconded:
Councillor Mrs Hannen

In Favour:
Unanimous 

The Parish Council received a request for burial of an Eastleigh nursing home resident who had previously lived in Hedge End from Funeral Director who has the contract with EBC for all pauper funerals.  EBC has responsibility to bury those without any means and usually these interments are at either Ramally or Brookwood Cemeteries.  EBC were made aware that deceased had sufficient funds which would not qualify her for a free burial funded by EBC.  The interment cost would be £1600. Interment cost only in Quob Lane would be £303, the cost of grave £630, totalling £933. The Funeral Director spoke to EBC and Southampton and said that West End should allow an interment without purchase of the grave space. Fair Oak and Bishopstoke does allow interments in unpurchased plots, the costs there is £169 with a double fee for non-residents. In these cases the Council retains the exclusive right for the grave although they cannot re- use this for 30 years.  The Committee were asked to consider if West End should allow interment in unpurchased plots. The Committee did not think it was necessary to allow this option.
Councillor Prof. Rest had e-mailed the Clerk with some details of grave practices and maintenance in Sweden.  These were noted by the Committee.
Some tree work at rear of Lime Gardens is to be undertaken by a tree surgeon next week.
Mrs Ramseyer reported that she has written to three Lessees to ask them to remove unauthorised memorials from their plots to enable the groundstaff to carry out their maintenance at the Cemetery.

77/11/REC
WEST END YOUTH CLUB
The Youth Sub-Committee meeting due to take place on 12th September 011 was cancelled, this will be re-scheduled.

Mr Petterson presented his report of current activities. A copy is attached at the end of these minutes at Appendix 1.
Councillor Noyce commented that he had attended the presentation day at the Fairthorne Project and he was very impressed with the work they were doing.

Councillor Mrs Turl presented a report which clarified her understanding of the previous discussions and actions regarding the skatepark proposal. (See Appendix 2 for a full transcript of Councillor Turl’s Statement). Councillor Turl made her report in order to put to rest the misinterpretations which had been assumed from the previous minutes. She explained that as a Councillor, she is working with residents in a manner to give the proposal the best chance of success. The Committee noted that the word ‘petition’ had upset other Councillors and that a ‘letter of support’ for the proposal to be addressed to the Rose Bowl was a more accurate description.  
78/11/REC
ALLOTMENTS

The improvements to the drive and car parking area for the new plots are scheduled for this autumn. This work will be carried out by the groundstaff. 
The Clerk has received complaints that there are a couple of allotments not being worked. An initial letter has been sent to these tenants requiring them to improve their plots.

There was an issue with a bonfire on one plot prior to 1st September. A letter was sent to the tenant reminding them of the dates when bonfires are permitted and that they should never leave a bonfire unattended. 
A further complaint has been made regarding the condition of plot 49A. The tenant has been unwell but a neighbouring plot holders getting frustrated with the situation. Councillors agreed that this plot should be monitored to see if there is any improvement.
There was a report of rubbish dumping on the grazing area. The grazier alleges that allotment plot holders are dumping this and trying to victimise her. If the situation continues, Mrs Ramseyer will write to the adjacent plot holders to remind them that the Parish Council expects plot holders to behave in a neighbourly manner.
The Thrive Project is ongoing.  The Project is holding a barbecue this Friday lunchtime (23rd September).  The Parish staff have been invited and hope to be able to attend.  A former Councillor, M. McKay, has offered to donate the money to purchase a seat for the plot.
Self-Management of the allotments, no further work on this yet. 

Meeting Closed at 9.36 p.m.
79/11/REC 
DATE OF NEXT MEETING *
Wednesday 19th October 2011 at 7.15pm.
APPENDIX 1 – Youth Leaders Report

Recreation Meeting – 22/9/11
· The summer programme was mostly well attended, but always enjoyed. In particular, Splashdown in Poole, the driving range in Hedge End, and the Bowling in Eastleigh were the most popular activities. 

· The mobile skatepark, arranged by EBC Park Sports, was also a good day. Attended by Hampshire Constabulary, Community Safety and Park Sports was an excellent day and thoroughly enjoyed.

· Since the last Recreation meeting we have enjoyed a trip to The Mayflower to see Grease. It went down very well, all the tickets were sold and many young people and workers dressed up for the evening. A very good show. We have also been invited by Tracey Woolmer and the Nuffield Theatre to see a play entitled ‘Alchemy in the UK’ on 24th October. This is a free event and will be confirmed this week.

· We have booked a trip to Lazerquest in Millbrook for our Thursday group on the 6th October, as the Young Carer Project will be in the YoutHouse. We will also be looking to take our older members to another session once Keiron’s leg is better. The discount we got was very good as we get 2 games of laserquest, food and transport for only £7 a person. 

· Unfortunately, we will not be able to work with the Young Carer Project on the Halloween sleepover this year as they are on another trip. We will be looking to organise this in-house as this has been a popular event.

· We will also be taking 2 groups to the annual Moonraker on 14th October. Hopefully, we will do as well as other outings when we have won this event against other youth clubs.

· We have enjoyed some partnership working over the last couple of months. We joined up with Gary Kingsbury and the Dumbleton Park Project in Thornhill to take some young people to West End to take part in the ‘Jam’ at DP. Only a handful of young people went, but some won prizes for skill and attitude. Was a very good day and helped break down barriers between West End and Thornhill. Some young people have returned to ride at Dumbleton. No injuries, apart from one youth worker who fell off 2 minutes into riding his bike. The video of the day can be seen at http://www.pinkbike.com/video/210032/ .

· Other partnership activities include: a session run by Liz Jones, a professional artist and WE Young Person of the Year leading an arts session. Well attended and very much enjoyed, workers and young people all being creative and having fun. A visit to Hightown Fire Station went well. Parents, young people and workers enjoyed playing with hoses, climbing ladders and crawling through smoke.

· The Fairthorne Project is looking to start up again for next year. Hopefully, we will be able to have as many places as last year. We had 4 young people attending the project. There is a meeting on Friday 23rd September at 10.30am.

· A meeting was made with Chris Egelstaff and me on 25th July. He was very supportive of the skatepark proposal in principle as he had children of his own who skated. The meeting finished with him stating that he would contact the architect to see if the plans for the Rose Bowl could accommodate this facility. I have emailed him recently and am awaiting a reply.

· I have finally finished my degree course. The final piece of coursework was handed in last month and I have been informed that I have successfully passed!

· I have tried contacting Go Ape due to a series of emails aided by Tony Noyce to get a more accessible price to take a group down from The YoutHouse. However, even after speaking with James Adkins and the bookings line we were not able to get this. Also, as 1 worker can only be responsible for 2 young people this trip would be very expensive in terms of wages, costs for the trip and workers needed to ensure getting a good sized group together. We have unfortunately abandoned plans to attend this facility.

· We had a meeting with James Adkins at Itchen Valley and Gary Kingsbury from the Dumbleton Park Project to discuss developing the cycle track which exists. We are looking at making it more of a challenge as it is pretty boring and flat as it is now. The aim of the project is to create something similar to bike tracks in other areas such as Thornhill, Verwood and Moors Valley. The meeting ended with Mr. Adkins asking for plans for possible landscaping of the existing track. Gary Kingsbury will drafting and submitting these proposals.

· The graffiti at the Barnsland shelter was cleaned last Wednesday 14th September. I went over to clean it and found 4 young people who had been involved in creating it already there. They happily got involved in cleaning it off. It was quite an enjoyable activity and game me the chance to discuss graffiti and take part in general youth work with the young people involved. 
· The question was raised whether the shelter could be painted in different colours and whether they could help with this? There was also a question of whether the box at Sharon Road could be used as part of an outdoor arts project with Liz Jones, the professional artist?      (See 71/11/REC Barnsland)
Appendix 2 – Statement by Councillor Mrs Turl
Following issues that seem to have arisen since the July Recreation and Environment meeting, I thought it would be a good idea to clarify events fully so that any misunderstandings can be resolved and the excellent work that has so far been achieved can continue, as we are all working towards the same ideal of achieving a location for a Skate Board Facility within West End. 
I think it is relevant to clarify the process of how we got to where we are, and where we actually are in this process.
Steve (Youth Leader) was asked to put together a list of facilities that the young people of the Parish would like to see in future. Top of the list was a ‘Skate Park’.  Steve produced a proposal which suggested various sites within West End. A Skate Park construction Company visited the areas and advised that a number of those sites would not be suitable from a construction point of view. Steve presented these finding to the previous Recreation Committee who considered the suggested sites and chose Hatch Grange Site 2 as its preferred option to take forward for further consultation.
Steve organised a public consultation – this proved to be a very lively meeting with many Residents attending expressing opposition to the site.
After a long and very vocal meeting, residents suggested that the Rose Bowl would be a good location and asked why the Parish Council had not made an approach? 
Residents attended other Parish Council meetings to re-iterate this view. At the June Full Parish Council Meeting, a question at public question time  was raised stating that ‘we seem to be going around in circles every few years with this request – are there any restrictions/policies that should be applied with regard to a site’. The Clerk advised that she had contacted the Borough Council and their Planning regulations state that a Skate Park must not be sited within 100 metres from a residential property. This effectively rules out all the 3 sites suggested within West End.
Members of the public still wanted to support the Youth and work towards finding a site and continued to raise the Rose Bowl as an option. A full discussion took place with the priority being that, even if a site was available within the Rose Bowl, it would not be suitable if it did not meet standard planning requirements i.e. 100 metres from any residential property as Residents did not merely wish to have a ‘not in my back yard’ view. 
It was also pointed out the Rose Bowl has, and still does have an impact on local residents to varying degrees and that they have long promised to provide community facilities on the site. Residents cannot have visitors on many days when cones are out, on smaller match days they often have cars parked outside their houses all day – with all the double yellow lines there is now very little parking in some areas, delays in getting home due to traffic in Botley Road/Motorways, Buses through the village – noisy, people leaving and waiting to be picked up from outside residential properties , rubbish in hedges, etc.  

At the June Recreation Meeting a motion was passed ‘It was proposed that Parish Councillors, Borough Councillors and Residents work together to persuade the Rose Bowl that it would be beneficial to their relationships with residents and young people if they could help to provide a site for a skate park’.

This motion passed unanimously at the July full Parish Council meeting.
At the July meeting of the Recreation and Environment meeting, discussions with Residents continued about how we could work together to ensure that the approach to the Rose Bowl was such that it would ensure every chance of success. We discussed putting together a highly professional presentation that would involve Steve, Members of the Youth Club, the Skate Park Construction Company, and Community Representatives/Groups supporting the proposal. The presentation would include video clips, photographs, full details of how this could be built so as to have as little impact as possible within the Rose Bowl site and benefits to both the community and the Rose Bowl as a neighbour within the community.

A draft petition was tabled for discussion which would enable residents (and there are a large number) to show their support, this would be presented within the presentation and in full context of community wishes for careful consideration to be given to supporting the proposal. The wording was altered and a suggestion made that Community groups may be willing to put their logo’s on to show support. The draft petition would be circulated to those groups who had expressed an interest for their consideration to see if they wished to have their logo represented. This would then come back to the Recreation Meeting for discussion on its final version before release/issue to anyone. (Obviously this would then have then gone to Full Council in its final form).
There was never any suggestion that this would be sent to the Rose Bowl at any time, especially not ‘out of the blue’ on its own. It would only form part of a presentation.
The presentation would only go ahead if the Rose Bowl either requested one, or when they had set up their Trust, and nothing would have proceeded while Steve was still in the negotiation process with the Rose Bowl. It was felt a professional presentation would show the community support for this proposal hopefully giving more gravity to the decision process, and it was not simply a case of ‘ turning down the Youth leader’.

At the September Full Council meeting I tabled a copy of the minutes of the Rose Bowl Liaison Panel meeting of 26th April 2005. Let us not forget why this panel was set up and its aim:

‘To promote a positive relationship between the Hampshire Rose Bowl (Hampshire County Cricket Club) and the local community. The Liaison Panel will enable the exchange of information and promote discussion on any matters that may have an impact on local residential amenity. The Panel will receive reports and will comment and advise on the long term development of the Hampshire Rose Bowl as a venue for first class cricket, recreation and entertainment. The Panel will meet at least twice a year and will provide an opportunity for public participation and questions at each of its meetings’.
The Parish Council set up the panel in response to the request from Residents about the impact the Rose Bowl had on our Community.
At these meetings, they have expressed a desire to ‘give back, help within the local Communtiy’

The question asked on 26/04/2005 was :

‘will you be having a Skate Board Park?’

The answer from Nick Park – Managing Director was :

‘We are considering every way we can of sharing this 150 acre site’.

The Parish Council are now in a similar situation of facilitating the request from the Community for the Rose Bowl to consider helping find a solution to a long standing issue, which would benefit Residents and the community greatly.

Remember, this is an approach for the Rose Bowl to consider the proposal, and as previously stated nothing had been agreed to proceed at present as Steve is currently in communication regarding this matter.

Residents continue to attend meetings and engage fully in discussions, consistently offering their help in taking things forward.

Successful partnership working is only achieved by proper communication and respect for everyone’s views, and the Recreation and Environment Committee have been trying to work with all interested parties on this matter.

Members of the Committee felt that some points raised at the Full Parish Council Meeting did not reflect the positive discussions, goodwill and content of the Recreation Committee Meetings and this document has been prepared so that the full process can be detailed to prevent any further misunderstandings.

Councillor Sarah Turl
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