

Planning & Highways Committee – 4th October 2011


WEST END PARISH COUNCIL

MINUTES OF THE PLANNING AND HIGHWAYS COMMITTEE MEETING

HELD ON TUESDAY, 4TH OCTOBER 2011 AT 7.15 p.m.

IN THE PARISH CENTRE, CHAPEL ROAD, WEST END, SOUTHAMPTON

Present: 
Councillors:
A Mortimer
Chairman





J Asman




J Hughes





I Farminer



In attendance:   Mrs L Cooke, Parish Clerk




Mrs K Hartley, Minutes Secretary
Members of the public: Mrs B Newman, Mr & Mrs Stoker, Mr R Russell, Mr  C Gifford, Mr C Jupe, Mr K Stoker, Mr J Harris, Mrs B Harris, Mr W Natt, Mr B Natt, Mr M Hill (Haskins General Manager) – re. C/11/69687 Romill Close
Mr N Thomson

98/11/PL
APOLOGIES

Apologies were received and accepted from Councillors Prof A Rest, C Boulton and M Durham.
The Clerk noted that Councillor Durham has decided that she does not want to be on the Planning & Highways Committee and this matter will be taken to Full Council on 12th October.

99/11/PL
DECLARATION OF INTERESTS

Members were invited to declare interests in relation to items of business on the

agenda.    

There were no declarations of interest.
100/11/PL
MINUTES OF THE MEETING HELD ON TUESDAY, 20TH SEPTEMBER 2011
The minutes of the meeting of the Planning & Highways Committee held on Tuesday, 20th September 2011 were accepted as a true record of events and signed by the Chairman.
Proposed:  Councillor J Asman
Seconded: Councillor I Farminer
In favour:  Unanimous

101/11/PL
MATTERS ARISING

93/11 Hampshire County Council Community Resilience event Thursday, 6th October.   The Clerk is not able to attend.  Councillors Mortimer and Farminer will attend and report back to enable time scales to be worked out at the next Planning & Highways meeting.  
102/11/PL
EASTLEIGH BOROUGH COUNCIL PLANNING APPLICATIONS FOR WEEKS ENDING 16TH AND 23RD SEPTEMBER 2011


F/11/69648
Longways, Burnetts Lane, West End, Southampton
First floor extension & side facing dormer window
No Objection




Proposed:  Councillor J Asman




Seconded:  Councillor J Hughes




In favour:   Unanimous


F/11/69644
3 Warden Close, West End, Southampton
Rear conservatory
No Objection
Proposed:  Councillor A Mortimer
Seconded: Councillor I Farminer
In favour:  Unanimous


T/11/69621
82 Chalk Hill, West End, Southampton





Fell 1no. Pine tree at front





No Objection





Proposed:  Councillor J Asman




Seconded: Councillor I Farminer





In favour:  Unanimous



A/11/69679
47-57 High Street, West End, Southampton





Display of internally illuminated signage





No Objection





Proposed:  Councillor A Mortimer





Seconded: Councillor J Asman





In favour:  Unanimous



C/11/69687
Land to the West of Romill Close, West End, Southampton

Erection of 58 dwellings on land west of Romill Close together with associated highway access, new public open space (including equipped area of play), parking provision, landscape treatment and new footway and cycle links to Romill Close and full vehicular and pedestrian access to Mansbridge Road.

A group of residents presented their concerns with regard to the developer’s planning application and the main points to note were as follows:

· Mr Gifford questioned the selection of the site, as there were two alternative sites, and asked if robust justification had been presented? Councillor Mortimer commented that Eastleigh Borough Council would be able to answer this question.
· Mr Gifford asked what would happen if the developers did not complete the development and were not able to put in place the plans to preserve wildlife as described in the planning application?  

· Mr Gifford said that the report on noise abatement and aircraft noise stated a decline and felt that this was nonsense.  

· Mr & Mrs Stoker raised concern with regard to the area currently being a conservation area and the development would be infringing on conservation land and asked if the Parish felt this area should be protected?  Councillor Mortimer said in her view the area should be protected, however, stressed this was her personal view and not that of the Parish. She said that in the initial consultation West End Parish Council were concerned about the traffic implications, therefore conservation was not looked at thoroughly.  
· Mrs Newman commented that residents do not want their homes to be under a conservation order, so would it be lifted when the new development was completed?

· Concerns were raised with regard to the dangerous access/egress to the site.  Romill Close currently has a 60 mph speed limit in place and there are no footpaths.  Councillor Mortimer replied that during the initial consultation with the developers, West End Parish Council did express concern with regard to the access/egress and the developers went back to Eastleigh Borough Council and were advised that this was not a problem.  Councillor Asman said that she had read through all the documentation provided and the Access Document states it has been agreed with the Highways Authority.
· Mrs Stoker asked if the developer would guarantee no damage to the wall in which the developer will be putting in an opening for access?

· The residents summarized that they felt the development would be infringing on protected countryside; the buildings would be on an urban edge and access would be dangerous.

.

The Chairman asked for comments from Councillors:
· Councillor Asman said she was concerned with the access issues as there was no indication in the plans of provision of lay-bys for visitor parking.
· Councillor Hughes commented she felt the plans were “not in the real world” and had not taken into consideration the effects on traffic and children.

· Councillor Farminer commented that he felt public safety was more important than accommodation, the access was dangerous and had concerns with the local wildlife.

· Councillor Mortimer commented that an archaeological report had been requested for the site.  She suggested that all residents write to Eastleigh Borough Council and their Borough Councillors expressing their objections to the development.

· The Clerk advised that this application would be going to the HEWEB Committee for consideration and advised residents that they are able to attend the meeting.
Object of the grounds of:
· Access and egress to the site

· Insufficient visitor parking

· Impact on wildlife

· Impact on conservation area

· Installation of Toucan crossing

Proposed:  Councillor I Farminer

Seconded: Councillor J Hughes

In favour:  Unanimous


T/11/69663
2 Frome Road, West End, Southampton




Felling of 1no. Oak





No Objection subject to the approval of the arboriculturist





Proposed:  Councillor A Mortimer





Seconded: Councillor J Asman





In favour:  Unanimous
EBC LIST OF DECISIONS – for weeks ending 16th and 23rd September 2011
F/11/69159
64 Torridge Gardens, West End, Southampton


Retrospective:  Retention of replacement garage



      
PERMIT


F/11/69145
75-81 Midlands Estate, West End, Southampton
Construction of 6no. two bed dwellings with associated parking area, footpaths, extension to highway, cycle stores and landscaping, following demolition of existing 7no. dwellings (amended description)
PERMIT


F/11/69167
17 Kenilworth Gardens, West End, Southampton
Two storey front extension
PERMIT
A/11/69269
Itchen Valley Country Park, Allington Lane, West End, Southampton
Display of 8no. directional signs, 2no. entrance signs, 3no. hanging signs and 1no. fascia sign (all non-illuminated)




CONSENT


P/11/69588
Rydal Mount Farm, Burnetts Lane, West End, Southampton
Prior Notification of intent to erect an agricultural building
REFUSED


P/11/69589
Rydal Mount Farm, Burnetts Lane, West End, Southampton

Prior Notification of intent to erect an agricultural building

REFUSED

103/11/PL
PLANNING CORRESPONDENCE

1. The Clerk has received the Eastleigh Borough Council Enforcement list – there was one new enforcement for West End.  E-mail from Eastleigh Borough Council circulated to all members of the Committee ref. concluded and outstanding breaches.
2. A NALC/CPRE joint publication “How to respond to planning applications: an 8-step guide” has been received.  It was agreed the Clerk request copies for each Committee member.
3. Copies of correspondence from resident of Moorhill Road regarding ‘Ashdene’.  Councillor Goodall has stated that “This problem with Ashdene has gone on far too long, and fully believe that the only options left are Empty Dwelling Management Order or compulsory purchase of Ashdene.  This action must now happen as soon as possible”.  It was agreed that the Clerk draft a letter of support to the resident.
4. Invitation received to Eastleigh Passenger Transport Forum – Tuesday, 18th October 2011, 10 am – 12 noon at Hilldene Centre.  Councillors Asman and Hughes have agreed to attend.

5. Copies of further correspondence received ref. Chalcroft.  This was noted by the Committee.
6. Asda Development – the Clerk advised the new Manager of the West End Store, Mr Richard Murrell, has been in touch with the Parish Office to discuss local issues.  

104/11/PL
HIGHWAY MATTERS

1. Notification received from Eastleigh Borough Council ref. reduction in speed restriction to 30 mph in Upper Northam Road, Hedge End – previously circulated by e-mail to Councillors.
2. E-mail update received from Direct Services regarding effect of the changes to the waste collections – previously circulated by e-mail to Councillors.
3. Bus shelter – corner of Barbe Baker Avenue and High Street.  Perspex sheeting is broken – to be reported.
4. Notification received from Hampshire County Council ref. new online resources to help organisations to design, commission and provide transport services which meet the needs of their local community – Transport Self Help Kit - see website for further details: www.hants.gov.uk/transport-self-help-kit 

5. Councillor Atherton has an ongoing issue with Eastleigh Borough Council ref. cuttings being dumped in the ditch by Texaco Garage in Swaythling Road.  As no response received from Borough Councillors, she has contacted the local Member of Parliament.

6. Resident has reported guard rails not secure along Swaythling Road – danger for cyclists.

7. Speedwatch – Mr Nick Thomson, who recently attended a Speedwatch seminar, gave the following report:

· Police will only consider a team if 6 members volunteer.  Only 3 people are needed to carry out the task but 6 are required in case of holidays, sickness etc.
· Volunteers are provided with a high visibility jacket and an SLR (speed limit reminder).  The SLR will be placed on a post or a tri-pod and will act in a similar way to speed activated signs.  3 people have to stand at the roadside, 1 holding the device and 2 taking registration numbers, time of day, etc.

· All volunteers will be security checked.

· The team can be coordinated by the police but they would prefer one member of the group to be nominated as coordinator but this is not essential.  The coordinator will undertake a second level of security checking.

· The Parish will be required to pay £2500 to finance the SLR if they do not already own a sign.

· Volunteers will be insured by Hampshire Police.

· Members may be asked to help police with other activities in the area providing they have been security checked.

· No prosecutions can be carried out of drivers.  After 3 speeding recordings on the same vehicle, the police will make a house visit.

· There is only one scheme currently running based in the New Forest.

· Chandlers Ford Parish Council indicated that they will be setting up the scheme in the near future.

The Committee discussed the need for volunteers but were not aware of 6 interested people at the present time.  Councillor Asman suggested a 20 mph speed limit be put in place in the High Street and asked how this could be implemented.  The Committee suggested Mr Thomson monitor the new team to be set up in Chandlers Ford and provide an update.  After further discussion, the Committee agreed to look at the cost implications for this and discuss at the next meeting with regard to including this for next year’s budget.

8. Councillor Mortimer asked the Clerk to check on the 60 mph speed limit in Romill   Close.
105/11/PL        DATE OF NEXT MEETING

                         Tuesday, 18th October 2011 at 7.15 p.m.
There being no further business the Chairman closed the meeting at 9.10 p.m.
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