Recreation & Environment 16th November 2011


WEST END PARISH COUNCIL

MINUTES OF THE RECREATION & ENVIRONMENT COMMITTEE MEETING, WEDNESDAY 16TH NOVEMBER 2011 AT THE WEST END PARISH CENTRE, 

CHAPEL ROAD, WEST END COMMENCING AT 7.15 PM.

PRESENT: 


Councillors:

J Hughes (Chairman)



J Asman



S Turl




T Noyce




I Farminer




D Goodall

In attendance: 

Mrs L Cooke, Parish Clerk   





Mrs A Ramseyer, Assistant to the Parish Clerk



Mr I Alderman, Head Groundsman



Mr S Petterson, Youth Leader



Mr J Riddell, HEWEB Local Area Coordinator
Members of the Public: Mr & Mrs Annetts, Mr & Mrs Clay, Mr N Dickinson, Mr R Davies,




   Charmaine Purkiss, Chris Hefferon
95/11/REC
APOLOGIES 




Apologies were received and accepted from Councillor S Hannen and Councillor A Rest. 


Councillor Boulton was absent. 
96/11/REC
DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST

Members were invited to declare interests in relation to items of business on the agenda. 
Councillor T Noyce declared an interest as an allotment holder.
Councillor Turl declared an interest as Chairman of Moorgreen Road Residents Association.

Councillor Mrs Asman declared an interest as a member of the West End Garden and Allotment Association and as the wife of an allotment holder.
97/11/REC
MINUTES OF MEETING HELD ON 19TH OCTOBER 2011

The Minutes of the meeting held on 19th October were already accepted as a true record at the full Parish Council Meeting held 9th November 2011 and were signed by the Chairman.

The Committee decision to accept the Minutes was Unanimous

98/11/REC
MATTERS ARISING


All covered by agenda headings
The Chairman welcomed Jon Riddell and the members of the public to the meeting 

The Chairman asked the members of the public if they wished to raise any concerns prior to the Committee dealing with Agenda items.

Mr. Annetts acted as spokesman for the residents.  He expressed his concern and disappointment with comments made by Councillor Clarke at the full Council meeting last week regarding the provision of a skate park in West End.  Mr. Annetts referred to the constructive discussions that had been held at the Recreation and Environment meetings over the last few months and his interpretation of Councillor Clarke’s comments was that the Council could change its decision regarding a 100 metre distance from residential properties for the location of a skatepark which has raised considerable concern from residents, particularly in Hatch Mead and Moorgreen Road.    Councillor Clarke stated that the Parish Council will be looking at a scaled down skatepark which could be within 50 metres of a residence.  Mr. Annetts questioned whether a smaller skatepark would be used?  If it is popular, would the young people then expect this to be extended?

Mr. Davies re-iterated the comments made particularly with reference to location of a skatepark within 50 metres of residential properties.

Councillor Goodall responded that the decision of the Council that a skatepark will not be located within 100 metres of a property still stands.  As stated in the Council’s Standing Orders, a decision cannot be revisited or discussed for six months.  In six months’ time, Councillor Clarke may decide to put a motion to Council to change this and it may be agreed, although Councillor Goodall feels that it wouldn’t succeed.   However, Councillor Clarke was giving his own opinion at the Council meeting not the opinion of the whole Council.  Councillor Clarke did report the issue of disabled access to play areas and suggested that a small scale skatepark could be added to current play areas.  Again, this was part of Councillor Clarke’s report and his own opinion.

Councillor Goodall suggested that the Council has to think wider than the current boundaries in trying to locate a suitable site.  He referred to the draft Local Plan consultation which may identify a site.

Mr. Jon Riddell commented that he appreciates that this is a controversial issue and it has been for some time.  He is concerned that the Council has raised the expectations of the young people, only to let them down.  It is important to be honest with them.

He suggested that the way forward is to keep talking with everyone involved – Steve Petterson, Youth Leader, Parish Council and residents – to put together a coherent well-planned project for an achievable facility.  No Council can impose a facility on its residents without consultation, addressing fears and reaching consensus.  

This project needs definition and clarity.  The Parish Council needs to identify the size and expectations for the skatepark, whether a half pipe with apron would be acceptable; and any areas to be excluded, for example not within 100 metres of a residence.  This will give clarity and then enable the Parish and the Borough to try and locate a site.  It will also be a project which can be added to the HEWEB CIP (Community Investment Programme) from which developers’ contributions are allocated.

Mr. Riddell referred to the perceived lack of support from the Rose Bowl.  He explained that,  in order for the Rose Bowl to provide a suitable site, they would need to amend their plans for the golf course and the hotel which would cost them a significant amount of money.  They will be setting up a Rose Bowl Trust once their development is complete and this will be a valuable source for local projects in the future.

The Chairman thanked Mr. Riddell for his comments and asked residents if they had any further comments.

The Clerk stated that there was nothing new for the Committee to discuss at this stage and suggested that Steve Petterson provides a project report, based on Mr. Riddell’s suggestions, for  discussion at the next meeting.  This was agreed.

At this point, three  members of the Public left the meeting.

The Chairman invited Mr. Riddell to explain how the HEWEB CIP (Community Investment Programme) works in practice and how the Parish Council is involved with this process.

Mr. Riddell stated that the CIP list comprises future projects which have been identified by the Parish Council.  An example is the extension to the West End Library which has been on the CIP list for several years.  This list is then used by EBC in talks with developers to negotiate contributions from them if the proposed development will have an impact on the community. The proposals need to be justifiable and clarify the extent of the project, particularly to include approx. costs. 

He also explained that this system will be changed in 2014 when new legislation means that councils will have to work to an agreed levy system – Community Investment Levy.
99/11/REC
CORRESPONDENCE

1. A letter of thanks was sent to Eastleigh Borough Council for the help they gave to remove graffiti at Cutbush Lane (90/11/REC) Eastleigh Borough Council has kindly sent an acknowledgement.

2. An e-mail was received from Diccon Bright, Eastleigh Borough Council Local Area Coordinator for Bursledon, Hamble and Hound, to ask for suggestions for improvements to the Kanes Hill area. In particular, transport, open spaces, community infrastructure and public art projects that would be appropriate to add to the list of projects which he maintains for developers contribution negotiations. This was forwarded to all Councillors for their suggestions.
3. A letter has been received from a gentleman asking for a donation to go towards the cost of placing a plaque on a former residence of Captain Rostron to coincide with the Titanic centenary commemorations in April 2012. Councillors decided that there was not enough information in the letter to make a decision. The Clerk will write to ask for further information on the design and cost of the plaque, in order that Councillors have sufficient details to consider a donation.

4. The Parish Council received a telephone call from  Katrina Ayling, who has recently been appointed as the Animal Health Officer for this area. She is attached to Trading Standards at HCC. Her work is to do with animal care and welfare for farm animals, but this includes people keeping just one pig or a couple of chickens. If we need to contact her e-mail address is  Katrina.ayling@hants.gov.uk or tel. 01962 833355

5. A letter has been received from the British Trust for Conservation Volunteers (BTCV) who are currently looking to expand their practical volunteer work programme in Hampshire.  The Clerk has enquired about the costs.

6. Newsletters, etc. received this month :    Hampshire Playing Fields ; Open Spaces Society ; Countryside Voice ; IOG Sports Turf Amenity & Leisure

100/11/REC 
EVENTS FOR 2011/2012


Carnival
Councillor Turl confirmed that the date of the carnival will now be Saturday 23rd June 2012. The theme is ‘Best of British’. At the last Carnival Committee meeting, the working parties for the various aspects of organisation were decided.
Remembrance Sunday
Sunday 13th November 2011, 

This year’s event was very well attended. The Police have advised the Clerk that ‘stewards’ should be licensed to enable them to stop the traffic.  The road closure alone is not enough. The Police attended on Sunday and assisted with the road closure.

Councillor Noyce commented that the public address system was not loud enough. The Clerk reported that the costs, when hiring equipment in previous years was considered to be very high and the decision was made to borrow a system. Hiring a sound system will need to be considered for next year’s event.

Christmas Fair – St, James Church Christmas Fair will be held at the Parish Centre on Saturday 3rd December 2011

Turning on the Lights
-Friday 2nd December 2011  

The Mayor of Eastleigh will be attending. Councillor Goodall will be meeting the Mayor at the event. The groundsmen will be putting up the lights next week. Mr Alderman has already contacted businesses along the High Street. The Salvation Army will be attending. Arrangements for refreshments and the quiz are in hand.
Senior Citizen’s Party
Sunday 11th December 2011 3.00 p.m. – 6.00 p.m.
Karen Bates has been booked to provide entertainment, she will be charging £225.  Boogie Shoes and the Youth club are yet to confirm their attendance, but have provisionally agreed to perform.
The Salvation Army are not available. Mrs Ramseyer has booked Linda Tedder to perform humorous poems for half an hour at a cost of £45. 

Raffle prizes are now coming in from Councillors.  

The Clerk will need to organise a meeting with Councillors to establish who will be taking responsibility on the day. The office staff will prepare a schedule of tasks/timings.  Councillor Noyce agreed to do the welcoming and closing address.
A local resident  has offered to help with the catering.   

The office staff have started purchasing provisions when on offer.
Pantomime
Monday 19th December. 2.00 p.m.

The pantomime is booked. This will be Rudolf the Red Nose Reindeer. The local Brownies will be attending. The Brownie leaders have agreed to help on the day in exchange for bringing some non- West End children. This will save on staff costs for Youth workers. Councillor Farminer agreed to stand in if Santa was delayed.
Diamond Jubilee Bank Holiday Monday – 4th June 2012  

The office staff are following up enquiries and hopefully be able to confirm what has been booked at the next meeting.
Public Art for West End  

The Clerk had a meeting last week with the EBC Public Art Officer, Joanne Calcutt. 

The meeting was attended By Mrs Lesley Kimber representing West End Wishes and 

Mr Nigel Wood representing the Local History Society. The public art vision for 

West End and a local history trail and blue plaque scheme were discussed.

 Suggestion from this meeting.

· piece of public art on corner of High Street/Chapel Road (after relocation of Barbe Baker Memorial) to symbolise a tree which will include objects to reflect people and their professions  -  e.g. Herbert Collins / Haines family– builders’ trowel; C.B. Fry – cricket ball – and then explanations given on the seating around the sculpture.  

· Individual sculptures of each of the personalities included at relevant locations around West End to establish the history trail.  Provision could be made for brass rubbing of plaques so children will follow the trail.  If the budget is not available for all of the individual sculptures, these could be added in the future.

It was agreed that Nigel Wood will provide Joanne with list of local personalities who could be included.  Joanne will then prepare artists’ brief to move this project forward in the New Year.    
RECOMMENDATIONS FOR 2012/13 BUDGET
The draft budget was given to Councillors at the Parish Council meeting last week. The Policy and Resources Committee recommendation of a 0% increase on the precept was agreed at full council and a budget prepared based on this.  



Recommendations from this Committee taken forward and sums agreed in special 


projects:  

Works at Cutbush Lane -  £10,000

Replacement Equipment - £7.000

Skatepark reserve          -   £1,000

Signage, cricket reserve and expenditure for Diamond Jubilee previously agreed.

101/11/REC
BARNSLAND
Work is continuing as detailed in the winter work schedule appended to the October Recreation and Environment minutes. Mr Alderman reported that the area is currently in a good condition.

102/11/REC
HATCH GRANGE / MEGAN GREEN/QUOB GREEN 
Green Flag Award for Hatch Grange 

The Clerk has still not received the report to proceed with an application for Green Flag status.
Hatch Grange 
The Minutes of the Friends of Hatch Grange (FoHG) meeting held on 7th November have been received. Mr Dickinson, Chairman of Friends of Hatch Grange, reported that they hope to hear shortly from the League of Friends at Moorgreen Hospital, whether their bid for funding has been successful. Mr Dickinson said that FoHG has also made an application for a grant of £500 from Eastleigh Borough Council. If successful, they hope to use this grant to hire the equipment to dig out the pond.
The Clerk reported that the workshop facility on Hatch Grange should be given the practical completion certificate issued by the architect this week.
The Wednesday volunteer group met this morning led by Steve Adams of the groundstaff. Three volunteers were working in Centenary Copse.
Parrot Feather is once again causing problems in the pond. Steve Adams, members of Friends of Hatch Grange and Councillor Goodall will be attending the Eastleigh Borough Council Biodiversity Forum on the evening of Thursday 18th November. The main focus of the meeting is to be ponds. Mr Adams will seek advice on dealing with Parrot Feather.
The Clerk has not received any more details from the Grasslands Trust since they received their funding from the Heritage Lottery Fund for the Community Partnership Project. 
The Clerk has received a letter from Natural England regarding the entry of Hatch Grange into Higher Level Stewardship. This project has been deferred until 2013/2014 if the budget is available.
Megan Green
The groundstaff are working on clearing trees etc as time permits.
Quob Green
Work is on-going as detailed in the winter work schedule (appendix to October’s Recreation and Environment minutes)

103/11/REC 
MOORGREEN RECREATION GROUND
The Clerk is awaiting a quote for an additional piece of equipment for the play area. 
104/11/REC 
TOWNHILL FARM RECREATION AREAs incl (Carpathia/Upmill)
Work is ongoing as detailed in the winter work schedule (appendix to October’s Recreation and Environment minutes)

The fencing repairs at Carpathia Play Area are still outstanding.
105/11/REC
WEST END FOOTBALL FACILITY 

The football was cancelled on one weekend due to the wet weather prior to weekend. The groundsmen had been unable to mark out the pitches before the weekend, so although the weather was fine on the Saturday and Sunday, it was not possible to agree for teams to play by the Friday deadline.
Mr Ulitschnik of the groundstaff has been working with the Gregg School groundsman, using the school’s vertidrain machine.

Work is on-going as detailed in winter work schedule. (Appendix to October’s Recreation and Environment minutes)
106/11/REC
WEST END CEMETERY/BURIAL GROUND
Burial Ground:  There has been no response to the offer of a payment made to the car owner whose vehicle was damaged.
No further contact has been made by the family that had complained about unexplained markings on a new Welsh slate headstone. The Stonemason had confirmed that sap from an Oak tree had caused this marking.  

Cemetery:  The groundsmen had reported that there is no space for memorial trees at present time.  More space may become available when the next new section is mapped out. Mr Alderman stated that as they clear the area along the driveway, some space for memorial trees may be available there.
107/11/REC
WEST END YOUTH CLUB

Mr Petterson presented his report of current activities. A copy is attached at the end of these minutes at Appendix 1.
108/11/REC
ALLOTMENTS

The improvements to the drive and car parking area will be carried out as part of the winter work schedule.
The Clerk, Mrs Ramseyer, Mr Alderman and Mr Denny, representing West End Garden and Allotment Association, carried out and inspection of plots on Monday 14th November. Several plots were identified which are not being worked. These plot holders will be written to. The allotment site is generally tidy, but there is still an issue with rubbish on the grazier’s plot. The Clerk suggested that, as the Parish Council normally provides a skip for the allotments at this time of year, two skips could be ordered and one could be positioned at the front car park and another on the bonfire site. This would enable the rubbish to be removed. It was agreed to hire an additional skip.  
Proposed: Councillor Turl

Seconded: Councillor Goodall

In Favour: 4 For
2 Abstentions

The Thrive Project is ongoing 
Meeting Closed at 9.20 p.m.
109/11/REC 
DATE OF NEXT MEETING *
Wednesday 21st December 2011 at 7.15pm.
APPENDIX 1
Youth Leader’s Report

Recreation Meeting – 16th November 2011
· The senior trip to Laserquest went very well and was enjoyed by all who went. The same was true for the trip to the Nuffield to see ‘Alchemy in the UK’. Following this visit, we have booked  25 tickets to see The Borrowers at the Nuffield on Thursday 8th December at a very generous discount. Tickets are also selling quickly for the Mayflower trip to see Peter Pan on 14th December.

· Our horse-riding trip went very well and was enjoyed by a mixture of boys and girls aged 10-12 year old and some workers of indeterminate age. It was a lot of fun and saw the workers having a go at this activity. Thanks to Carol Bolton for organising this and giving us such a good experience, thank you.

· We are looking forward to booking an ice-skating trip for our two older groups in Southampton. The Bargate Centre has a rink for Christmas and would be a nice local venue for our young people to go to. We will also make use of local buses to get there, to show young people how to access local facilities. This is always a fun and festive activity we do every year (Winchester, Guildhall etc)

· We are also getting ready for our Christmas party on Tuesday 20th December. This is an annual event where we invite all youth club members for fun and games and usually a free chocolate. We are also looking for a volunteer for Santa for the last Toddler group on Friday 16th December 12.30pm – 2.30pm. The changes to Toddler group and the new Careers drop-in are both doing ok and are both growing in numbers.

· Our car-parking for the Rose Bowl firework event on the 4th November, went very well. We raised just under £200 that night and filled the car park. Thanks to all the young people who helped us and got wet in the process.

· The Remembrance Sunday event went very well and we were well represented by our young people who attended. Ginine Molineaux and Merissa Kane both did very well, despite being nervous they enjoyed themselves a lot in the process. Thanks to both of them.

· We are also to support Little Gem’s Christmas Fayre on Friday 25th November through helping set up for this. They have stalls, cakes, teas and a Father Christmas Grotto. We hope this will be successful for them.

· Nikki and Steve have 3 more sexual health training sessions coming up. The first one was very interesting and a chance for us to meet up with other workers from different areas and learn some things in the process. We are looking forward to the other sessions over the next few weeks.
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