Recreation & Environment 18th January 2012

WEST END PARISH COUNCIL

MINUTES OF THE RECREATION & ENVIRONMENT COMMITTEE MEETING, WEDNESDAY 18TH  JANUARY 2012 AT THE WEST END PARISH CENTRE, 

CHAPEL ROAD, WEST END COMMENCING AT 7.15 PM.

PRESENT: 


Councillors:

J Hughes (Chairman)



J Asman



S Turl




I Farminer




S Hannen



A Rest




C Boulton
In attendance: 

Mrs L Cooke, Parish Clerk   





Mrs A Ramseyer, Assistant to the Parish Clerk



Mr S Petterson, Youth Leader
Members of the Public: Mr R Annetts, Mr N Dickinson, Mr R Davies, Mr I Rolls
125/12/REC
APOLOGIES 




Apologies were received and accepted from Councillor T Noyce and Mr I Alderman, 

Head Groundsman. 
126/12/REC
DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST

Members were invited to declare interests in relation to items of business on the agenda. 
Councillor Turl declared an interest as Chairman of Moorgreen Road Residents Association.

Councillor Mrs Asman declared an interest as a member of the West End Garden and Allotment Association and as the wife of an allotment holder.
127/12/REC
MINUTES OF MEETING HELD ON 21ST DECEMBER 2011

The Minutes of the meeting held on 21st December 2011 were already accepted as a true record at the full Parish Council Meeting held 11th January 2012 and were signed by the Chairman.

Proposed: 
Councillor A Rest
Seconded: 
Councillor J Asman
In Favour: 
Unanimous
128/12/REC
MATTERS ARISING


All covered by agenda headings
129/12/REC
CORRESPONDENCE

1. A request from HCC Highways for an update on help available from the Parish Council in the event of bad weather.  The Clerk confirmed to HCC that staff would be available to assist and she had listed the Parish Council priority areas for clearance around the doctor’s surgeries, Post Office, the High Street etc.

2. A thank you letter has been received from Councillor Irish for the donation of £125 raised from the raffle at the Senior Citizen’s for his Mayor’s Appeal 2011/12.
3. Notification has been received from British Trust for Conservation Volunteers (BTCV) entitled ‘Tackling Invasive Plants’. There is an information event on Wednesday 7th March.  The Clerk asked if any Councillors who were interested in attending could let her know.

4. Eastleigh Borough Council is to host a Traveller information event. The date is yet to be arranged 

5. An Updated HEWEB Community Investment Programme list for West End has been received from Jon Riddell, Eastleigh Borough Council Local Area Coordinator. (The original document was discussed at the November Committee meeting). The updated list had been circulated by e-mail to all Councillors before the meeting.  Copies of the document were tabled and the amendments/additions were discussed. Councillor Boulton asked the Clerk to raise the issue of an additional entrance to Itchen Valley Country Park. The Clerk asked Councillors to let her know if there was anything else they wanted to add to the list.
6. Publications; Action News Update; 

130/12/REC 
EVENTS FOR 2012
Carnival

Saturday 23rd June 2012. The theme will be Best of British. Councillor Turl said that there is nothing further to report at this time. The Carnival Committee are planning to schedule a meeting shortly. Their meeting on Thursday 19th January, has been cancelled because too few committee members are able to attend. 
The Clerk asked Councillors to consider which events they wish to hold in 2012. 

CHRISTMAS 2012 

Turning on the Lights 
There was a discussion about possible dates. The Clerk asked Councillors to give thought to whether they still want to hold the event at the same time and day of the week. A decision will be made at the next meeting.
The groundstaff struggled with the Christmas lights this year.  There were eleven which were not working. A representative from the company which supplied the new large light visited this week and his advice was that the eleven should be replaced as they are beyond repair. The company have taken away five other lights to replace wiring and refurbish to make them safe. There are ten lights with are not damaged or faulty and still working well.  The Clerk stated that the Parish Council need to look at replacing some of the lights this year. There was £1,000 added to the reserves in the 2012/13 budget.  The Clerk will also raise this issue with the Policy and Resources Committee.
Senior Citizen’s Party
There was a discussion about possible dates. Consideration was given to holding the event on a Friday. A firm date will be decided at the next meeting of the Committee.
Pantomime

The event worked well in 2011. There was a discussion about the possible date for the 2012 event. If the pantomime is to be held on Monday again, because of the school holiday dates at Christmas 2012, there is only one Monday available before Christmas. The Clerk stated that the cost of holding the pantomime is quite high and Councillors will need to consider whether they want to run this as a free event for local children in 2012. 



Titanic Centenary – as reported at the last meeting the following events will be held:
Guided Walk from Parish Centre

Saturday 31st March 2012, 10.30 a.m.

Walk around West End’s Titanic trail finishing at the West End museum

Wreath Laying at Captain Rostron’s grave
Sunday 15th April 2012, 11.15 a.m.

Rev. Brian Pickett will be officiating and all are welcome. Mr Dickinson said that the West End Local History Society was pleased to report that they had been able to arrange for Captain Rostron’s granddaughter to attend the wreath laying ceremony.
Public Art

Following the meeting with Joanne Calcutt on 5th January, a document containing various locations for the History Trail was presented. It is hoped that the trail will be concentrated along the High Street initially with the possibility of expanding the trail as any developer’s contribution money becomes available in the future.  There is a feature in the current newsletter regarding public art.

Joanne is looking at a timetable for appointing an artist and it is anticipated that a public consultation exercise can be carried out at this year’s carnival.  The artist appointed will run a stall at the carnival fete with details of the proposed design.

Diamond Jubilee

Bank Holiday Monday – 4th June 2012  

The New Forest Brass Band is booked. Various children’s entertainers have been contacted. None of the groups of Morris Men contacted are available. Mrs Ramseyer has arranged for a burger van and ice cream van to attend. The funfair which normally come to the Carnival already have booking, Mrs Ramseyer has contacted another local funfair company who will provide two /three children’s’ attractions.  Donations will be given to council from their takings.

The Clerk tabled a brochure of Diamond Jubilee Mementos. Councillors will consider whether it would be a good idea to buy anything to give to children attending the event.

The Clerk asked the Committee to consider if some of the £1000.00 budget for the Diamond Jubilee could be spent to buy new official photograph of the Queen for the main hall. The cost of a portrait of a similar size to the current photograph would be  £262.20. Councillors decided that a new Official Photograph of the Queen should be purchased.
Proposed:
Councillor A Rest

Seconded:
Councillor J Hughes

In Favour:
Unanimous

Hampshire County Council has offered a free Oak tree to all parishes to commemorate the Jubilee. The clerk will check with the groundsmen to agree a suitable prominent site. Councillors decided that the Parish Council should apply for a tree from Hampshire County Council.
Proposed: 
Councillor A Rest

Seconded:   
Councillor J Asman

In Favour:
Unanimous

Signage

The budget has already been agreed to replace all signage. The Clerk would like to proceed with this in advance of next financial year in order that some of the signage may be in place for the Diamond Jubilee. Councillors decided that they were in favour of the Clerk progressing with the purchase of new signs at the earliest opportunity. 
Proposed:
Councillor S Hannen

Seconded:
Councillor I Farminer

In Favour:
Unanimous
131/12/REC
BARNSLAND
Work is continuing as detailed in the winter work schedule.

132/12/REC
HATCH GRANGE / MEGAN GREEN/QUOB GREEN 
Green Flag Award for Hatch Grange 

The report from John Morris to accompany Green Flag entry form has now been received.  The Clerk has discussed the report with the groundsmen. The application needs to be made by 31st January 2012. Some initial work on application has been done.  The Clerk and Mrs Ramseyer will be working on the Management Plan. As the date for submitting the application is before the next meeting, the Committee agreed that the Plan should be e-mailed to Councillors for comments and approval next week.

Hatch Grange :
Fitting out of the new workshop facility on Hatch Grange is continuing. The groundsmen are gradually moving the contents of the old garage to the new building. A structural survey for the proposed library extension will be carried out next week.
Steve Adams of the groundstaff ran a volunteer workday this morning. Five volunteers attended, despite the inclement weather, and continued work to Centenary Copse.

The minutes of the Friends of Hatch Grange (FoHG) meeting held on 9th January have been received. Mr Dickinson, Chairman of FoHG, reported that some of the grant they received from the Moorgreen Hospital League of Friends will be used to buy a replacement bench. Mr Dickinson also said that FoHG wanted to make work on the pond a priority and this was likely to involve major work to divert the stream. There was a discussion about whether it would be wise to delay putting cattle out to graze to avoid them being disturbed by the works on the pond. It was agreed that it would be better to postpone having cattle for a year so that pond work can be carried out. A meeting with the Environment Agency, contractors, representatives of FoHG and the groundstaff will be arranged to ascertain what work needs to be done and the environmental impact of the work. It is also hoped that some of the grant can be used to install kissing gates which meet with current legislation. 
The next FoHG workday will be on Saturday 10th March 2012. The plan is to sow wildflower seeds and do some coppicing work on Megan Green. A first-aider will be required. Mr Annetts kindly agreed to check his schedule and, if he is available, he will act as first-aider.
Megan Green
It is hoped that some work on trees can be carried out on the next workday (10th 
March 2012)

Quob Green
Nothing new to report.  Work is on-going as detailed in the winter work schedule.

133/12/REC 
MOORGREEN RECREATION GROUND
It has been suggested by Councillor Clarke and Jon Riddell that the new piece of play equipment (to be purchased when developers’ contributions become available) should be accessible for disabled children. The Committee agreed that this was a good idea and should be considered favourably when such funds become available.
HCC/EBC – Transportation & Engineering Construction Unit have conducted a   Feasibility Study on Moorgreen Road Accessibility Improvements and Bubb Lane Speed Limit.  Officers from EBC attended Planning & Highways meeting on 17th January to give an outline of the Feasibility Study. One part of the proposal  is to re-model the access to Moorgreen Recreation Ground to enable two way traffic flow in and out of the car park and to create a continuous footway link into the Recreation Ground from Moorgreen Road. As the Parish Council own Moorgreen Recreation ground, EBC need consent from the Parish Council to proceed with this.  

Moorgreen Residents attended the Planning and Highways Committee meeting and expressed their view that they consider that the two-way traffic entrance/exit to the car park would create safety issues at this junction.  The School Crossing Patrol Team at HCC will be consulted.  Mr Davies said that he has spoken to the lady who runs the Crossing Patrol and reported that she is worried that the proposed changes will make it very difficult to observe all the traffic movements. Residents are also concerned that the established tree at the entrance to the Recreation Ground is to be removed.  The tree currently acts as screening and as a sound barrier to activities at the youth club.  Residents would like to see the tree retained.  Jon Riddell met with residents this morning to discuss their concerns. Mr Riddell will look at trying to amend the proposal to save the tree but has suggested that some additional planting (e.g. flowering cherries) could be done as soon as possible to add extra screening.  Suggestion is to widen carriage way and divert the pedestrian footway away from the tree. Councillor Turl reiterated the resident’s concerns. The Committee noted that the plans are still at the consultation stage and agreed in principle that the entrance does require upgrading. 
134/12/REC 
TOWNHILL FARM RECREATION AREAs incl (Carpathia/Upmill)
A quotation for replacing the fencing has been accepted. The Clerk is awaiting confirmation of the date for the contractor to carry out the work. The cost will be £310.

Councillors Noyce, Rest Farminer and Boulton, the Clerk and groundstaff are meeting officers from EBC next Wednesday morning, 25th January at 9.00 a.m. to walk around West End Copse and Chartwell Copse to assess these areas prior to transfer to the Parish Council in April 2012.  

The Clerk tabled a photograph of recent damage by caused by reversing lorries to the grass verges at Townhill Farm Community Centre car park. The ground staff suggestion is to tarmac/concrete this area.  Councillors suggested that bollards may be a preferable solution. It was also suggested that gravel-effect paving or slabs could be used. The Clerk will consult the groundstaff and look at probable costs.
135/12/REC
WEST END FOOTBALL FACILITY 

The committee reviewed the charges for 2012/2013. 

It was decided to charge £52.00 per match for Senior Teams, £26.00 for Youth Teams and £17.50 for Junior Teams.

Proposed: Councillor A Rest

Seconded: Councillor S Turl
Unanimous
The groundsmen have a query about the trees in the ditch on boundary with Haskins which they consider are affecting the drainage.  The Clerk will contact the Arboriculturist at EBC initially for advice. If any work is necessary, the Parish Council would need to go to Southampton City Council for permission to do any tree work.
136/12/REC
WEST END CEMETERY/BURIAL GROUND
Burial Ground :     

A complaint was received from a resident regarding trees on boundary with Hilldene Way.  Mr Alderman, the head groundsman, visited and the tree surgeon has inspected these.  The tree surgeon has also recommended work on trees at the front of burial ground.  The tree surgeon has estimated the costs as £200 per tree. The total cost is likely to be £1,000 The Clerk reported that there is money available in the tree budget for this work.  Councillors decided that this work should be done.
Proposed: 
Councillor J Hughes

Seconded:
Councillor J Asman
In Favour:
Unanimous
Cemetery :  

The Committee reviewed the charges for 2012/2013 

It was decided to increase the charges as follows:

Purchase of grave space - £215.00

Larger grave space - £260.00
Cremation plot - £52.00
Excess charge for residents of the ecclesiastical parish, who are not residents of the civil parish - £110.00
Interment 

Under 12 years - £66.00

Over 12 years - £105.00
Cremation - £105.00

Memorial - £105.00
Additional Inscription - £26.00 

It was agreed to treble all fees for non-residents of West End.

Proposed:
Councillor A Rest

Seconded:
Councillor S Turl

In Favour:
Unanimous

Councillors asked the Clerk to bring the Cemetery Rules to the next Committee Meeting so they can consider any amendments.
137/12/REC
WEST END YOUTH CLUB

Mr Petterson presented his report on recent activities, training and forthcoming events. His report is attached to these minutes (Appendix 1)
Regarding the skatepark proposal, Mr Petterson is pursuing contacts.  Jon Riddell has reported that EBC have contacted Queen’s College to ascertain if this would be acceptable use of the land.  No response received to date.

138/12/REC
ALLOTMENTS

The committee reviewed the charges for 2012/2013 and decided on the following fees:



Annual rental - £29.00



Grazing - 
£44.00



Key Deposit - 
  £8.00



Proposed: 
Councillor A Rest


Seconded: 
Councillor S Turl


In Favour
6  For 
  1 Abstention  

A couple of plots have been relinquished recently Mrs Ramseyer will reallocate these.

The Chairman asked if any member of the public had any issues they wished to raise.
Mr Annetts asked if the Parish Council was responsible for clearing the graffiti from the sub-station in Sharon Road. The Clerk reported that this is a known problem and was due to be cleared last year and a combination of factors had prevented the Youth Leader from getting the culprits to clean the graffiti. The Clerk will discuss with staff to get this cleared as soon as possible.
Meeting Closed at 8.55 p.m.
139/12/REC 
DATE OF NEXT MEETING *
Wednesday 15th February 2012 at 7.15pm.
APPENDIX 1
Youth Leader’s Report

Recreation Meeting – 18th January 2012

· The Youth club has been a bit quieter since returning from the Christmas break and we are looking forward to a number of trips and activities for this year. So far, Paintballing and the Moonwalk with Youth Options will be arranged as well as possible trips to Thorpe Park and a 5-a-side football tournament (currently being planned). The end of year pantomime will also be booked as soon as details have been confirmed.

· Tickets have been booked with The Mayflower to see ‘Oliver’ on Wednesday 9th May. We have been given a discount of around £20 so we are looking forward to this show.
· We have been in touch with Peter Stokes, the new advisor for youth clubs in the area to arrange for him to visit The YoutHouse. Hopefully, he will be happy with what we are doing.

· Brenda Crews has given her notice after about 12 years working at The YoutHouse. Next Wednesday (25th January) will be her last session. We are planning on a farewell drink in the evening if any Councillor would like to attend.

· The YoutHouse are organizing a ‘Staying Safe’ evening with the local Police Community Safety Officers (PCSOs), Hampshire NHS Trust, STAR Project and Amy Robertson from Girl Talk Boy Talk (GTBT). We are looking to run this session on Tuesday 21st February at The YoutHouse and will be opening this up to young people in the HEWEB area.

· We are looking into organising a vehicle maintenance project in the future, with one of our club member’s parents. This will be over the next few months. The final details have yet to be confirmed.

· We have been given the opportunity to attend a three-day residential at the PGL Centre in Liddington in Swindon on Friday 10th February to Sunday 12th February. The cost of the residential is £45 with transport adding another £17.50 per person. We have three workers who have volunteered to attend, Nikki, Hannah and Sammy. This is for a dance competition and has already provoked a lot of interest amongst our young people.

· Representative will be attending the Play Conference in Winchester on Monday 30th January.

· Nikki and Steve have been enjoying the GTBT sessions with Amy Robertson at Crestwood and Quilley Schools. It has been a really good experience and very educational.

· Sammy will also be attending three sexual health training sessions and a further Sex Relationship Education Day with Nikki and Steve at Fleming Park on 29th March.

· Contacts have been made with Mirabelle Mack – Project Manager of Farringdon Skate Park in Oxfordshire. They have had a similar story to West End and are in the process of finishing off the park. Mirabelle has supplied a time-line along with a list of action points. She has also offered her services as Project Manager which may be useful once the site has been confirmed and been given the go-ahead from surveys. 

Steve has also visited the recently improved Woodhouse Skate Park. He would definitely encourage Councillors and residents to visit this park as the young people using it were highly impressive in their attitudes and conduct with each other and the public. The park also runs very well and is well used
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