Recreation & Environment 15th June 2011

WEST END PARISH COUNCIL

MINUTES OF THE RECREATION & ENVIRONMENT COMMITTEE MEETING, WEDNESDAY 15TH JUNE 2011 AT THE WEST END PARISH CENTRE, 

CHAPEL ROAD, WEST END COMMENCING AT 7.15 PM.

PRESENT: 


Councillors:

Mrs J Hughes (Chairman)



Mrs J Asman



Mrs S Turl




Mrs S Hannen




D Goodall
In attendance: 
Mrs L Cooke, Parish Clerk   





Mrs A Ramseyer, Assistant to the Parish Clerk



Mr I Alderman, Head Groundsman
Members of the Public:
J Pierson, R Davis, R Annetts, I Rolls, N Dickinson, E Harfield, 





K Anderson
34/11/REC
APOLOGIES 


Apologies were received and accepted from Councillor T Noyce, Councillor Prof. A Rest, Councillor Ms A Mortimer and Mr S Petterson the youth leader. Councillor Mrs C Boulton was absent.
35/11/REC
DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST

Members were invited to declare interests in relation to items of business on the agenda. 
Councillor Mrs T Turl declared an interest as Chairman of Moorgreen Road Residents Association.

Councillor Mrs Asman declared an interest as a member of the West End Garden and Allotment Association and as the wife of an allotment holder.
36/11/REC
MINUTES OF MEETING HELD ON 18TH MAY 2011
The Minutes of the meeting held on 18th May were already accepted as a true record at the full Parish Council Meeting held 8th June 2011and were signed by the Chairman. 
Proposed: 
Councillor Mrs S Turl
Seconded: 
Councillor Mrs J Asman
In favour:
Unanimous
37/11/REC
MATTERS ARISING


All covered by agenda headings
38/11/REC
CORRESPONDENCE
1. Letter was received from a resident of Hatch Mead regarding the proposed skatepark. A letter of response has been sent from the Chairman of the Parish Council.

2. E-mail correspondence has been received from Eastleigh Borough Council regarding travellers asking for Parish Councils to be vigilant and make sure areas are locked down.
3. The Minutes of the Friends of Hatch Grange Meeting held 9th May have been received and were tabled.

4. Newsletters, etc. received this month :    Community Action – Action News Update; South East Water Resources Update; Westender, The Groundsman (IOG)

39/11/REC 
EVENTS FOR 2011/2012


Great Poppy Party Weekend Friday 10th – Sunday 12th June 2011
Unfortunately the planned event on Hatch Grange was cancelled due to lack of interest.

Summer Fete – St James Church
Saturday 18th June 2011

Carnival  - 





Carnival Walks are to be held on the evenings of the 15th and 21st June

The Carnival Quiz will be held in the Parish Centre at 7.00pm on 22nd June.The incorrect date was published in the Carnival Brochure. There will be Sixties Fancy Dress. The cost is £5 fee per team. Raffle tickets will be sold for main raffle for Saturday’s event.

The Carnival Baby show is being organised by Mary Turnham. This will be held on Tuesday 21st June at the YoutHouse. 

Carnival Procession & Fete - Saturday 25th June - Theme ‘The Swinging Sixties’
The Road closure is in place. The advanced warning  signs went up 13th June.

The Carnival Association have asked if Councillors would be prepared to judge  the  Shop Windows and Best Garden competitions, Judging will take place on 23rd / 24th June.
Remembrance Sunday


Sunday 13th November 2011

Nothing further to report.

Christmas Fair – St, James Church
Saturday 3rd December 2011

Nothing further to report.

Turning on the Lights


Friday 2nd December 2011  

The new lights to replace condemned light for roof of Parish Centre are on order. An Invitation for Mayor of Eastleigh to attend the event has been sent to Eastleigh Borough Council.

Senior Citizen’s Party Sunday 11th December 2011
Nothing further to report.
Her Majesty’s Diamond Jubilee 2012
There was nothing further to report on the proposed Heritage Trail to be opened to coincide with the Diamond Jubilee. The Clerk will contact the West End Local History Society to start this process. There was further discussion on this subject recorded in these minutes under agenda item 48/11/REC
40/11/REC
BARNSLAND
There has been no further contact from the football team interested in using the playing fields.

A grant has been received from HEWEB to enhance the fencing at Barnsland.
The Clerk has spoken to the Youth Leader regarding the proposed session with the HEWEB Detached Team and young people to clean up graffiti in Barnsland and at the sub-station in Sharon Road. She has asked for this to be cleaned up urgently.

41/11/REC
HATCH GRANGE / MEGAN GREEN/QUOB GREEN 
1. The work is still ongoing on the new workshop facility on Hatch Grange The Clerk has been promised that access to Hatch Grange will be available for Carnival Day. 
2. The Friends of Hatch Grange Wednesday volunteer group met this morning Wednesday 15th June) led by Steve Adams of the groundstaff. Four volunteers turned up and they continued to work on thinning out the saplings at Centenary Copse.

3. The contractor has carried out the initial cutting of the grass in the Site of Importance for Nature Conservation area this week.

4. The gates by Hatch Lodge have been painted.
5. The self-closing gate has been ordered for the play area. The playground will need to be closed for two days to carry out work. The actual date is still to be confirmed. Mrs Ramseyer hopes to be able to arrange this before the School Holidays begin on 28th July Advanced warning signs have been put on the gate to advise that the playground will be shut while the gate is replaced. 
6. Megan Green –  The groundstaff are working on trees when time allows. The Clerk has not received any further details on when the Community Payback Team will be working on the Megan Green path.
7. Quob Green – Mr Alderman presented his Management Plan for Quob Green.
42/11/REC 
MOORGREEN RECREATION GROUND
HEWEB have granted permission for the MonarchWay/Moorgreen application for thirty five houses. There will be developer contributions available from this. It has been suggested that the tennis court refurbishment (surfacing and fencing) and Car park entrance changes.would be suitable projects.
Learning Through Sport, who run successful football sessions on Saturdays at the Youthouse is seeking additional funding to expand their work with local children. They have been sent a Parish Council grant application and referred to Eastleigh Borough Council for funding.

43/11/REC 
TOWNHILL FARM RECREATION AREAs incl (Carpathia/Upmill)
Chartwell Copse will not be transferred until next April subject to agreement. Mr Alderman expressed his concerns that the initial hard work done to improve the copse has gone to waste as no maintenance has been done.
Chartwell Green – A resident reported graffiti on the benches. Mr Alderman had been there to clean it off, but it had already been removed.
Councillor Mrs Asman thanked Mr Alderman for taking herself and Councillor Clarke on a tour of the Parish properties. As they had not had time to visit all the sites, they will arrange another meeting in due course.
44/11/REC
WEST END FOOTBALL FACILITY 

The result of the soil analysis has not yet been received. The analysis will ascertain the suitability of the Cutbush Lane site for creating cricket pitches.

Grass fertiliser was applied to the pitches by a contractor today.

The works on the shower room and toilets is continuing.  The tiling contractor is booked for 28th /29th  July.
Councillors did not have any further suggestions for changes to the football contracts. The amended contracts will be presented at the next Committee Meeting.
45/11/REC
WEST END CEMETERY/BURIAL GROUND

Burial Ground :  Nothing to report.

Cemetery :  Work on extending the Memorial Garden area is still outstanding. 

46/11/REC
WEST END YOUTH CLUB
The Skatepark proposal was discussed at length. The Members of the public attending the meeting were representing the views of the residents of Hatch Mead and Moorgreen Road. A Consultation Meeting was held at the YoutHouse on 7th June 2011. Regrettably, the publicity for this was very late and because of this, there was a lot upset caused to the residents of Hatch Mead who had not been aware of the proposal to site a skatepark on Hatch Grange.  Councillor Mrs Turl had attended the consultation meeting and reported that it had been a ‘lively’ meeting at which the company Gravity, had given a presentation on the reasons for the choice of the proposed Hatch Grange site. The residents were concerned that this site had been chosen and did not feel that all possible sites had been investigated and wanted to know how the Parish Council were going to take this proposal forward. Residents felt that this issue should either be taken forward or closed for good. The residents pointed out that a skatepark proposal had been raised about nine years ago and was rejected then for reasons which are still valid. They also agreed that any suggested site within close proximity to a residential area was unlikely to be acceptable to the people living there, so they did not want to shift the problem to yet another group of residents. 
The Clerk reported that she had had discussions with Jon Riddell, the Eastleigh Borough Council Local Area Coordinator, and he had told her that any site within 100 metres of a residential property would not get permission from Eastleigh Borough Council because this does not meet the criteria of the Eastleigh Borough Council planning guidance. Mrs Turl reported that the representative of Gravity had volunteered to look at the whole of the Parish to ascertain suitable areas for siting a skatepark. As Mr Petterson was unable to attend the meeting, it was uncertain whether this offer has been pursued.
There was a discussion about whether a skatepark was a worthwhile investment as, although youth club members had requested this, they are only a small proportion of the overall population of West End.
The residents asked if the possibility of siting a skatepark at the Rose Bowl had been explored. The Clerk reported that Mr Pettterson has written to various executives at the Rose Bowl to ask them to give consideration to finding a suitable space within their grounds. There was a discussion about how it would be appropriate for the Rose Bowl to include this community project in their expansion plans.
It was proposed that the Parish Council should rule out any site within West End which is 100 metres or less from any residential property and that Parish Councillors, Borough Councillors and residents work to persuade the Rose Bowl that it would be beneficial for their relationships with residents and young people if they could help to provide a site for a skatepark.
Proposed:
Councillor Mrs S Hannen
Seconded:
Councillor Mrs J Asman 

In Favour 
4 For

1 Abstention 
Little Gems are doing their own work in the garden area. They have also complained about dog fouling on the recreation ground. The Clerk has contacted Eastleigh Borough Council dog warden and agreed for additional signage to be put up.

47/11/REC
ALLOTMENTS
The improvement work  to the drive and car parking area for new plots is on the schedule for the groundstaff to do in house.

The Thrive Project  have six people now working on the plot and  had two further enquiries last week.  An e-mail has been received from Jon Riddell thanking the ground staff for their help.  

No further work has been done on Self-Management of the allotments since the last meeting.
The Chairman of the Recreation and Environment Committee would like to attend the West End Garden and Allotment Association Harvest Supper on 1st October 2011. Councillor Mrs Hughes asked the Clerk to reply on her behalf. 
4

48/11/REC
SIGNAGE SUB-COMMITTEE
The Map boards have been collected. The one at Townhill is now in place. The Parish Centre board will be erected at the entrance to Hatch Grange when grounds store is finished.

As agreed at the last meeting the Clerk to tabled her report on Parish signage dated 2009. The Committee discussed whether to take this project forward to the next budget. Funding was previously applied for, but this project failed to meet necessary criteria. The Clerk suggested that this project could be tied in with the Diamond Jubilee and the new signs could include a notation to show that they were commissioned to commemorate the Diamond Jubillee.

It was proposed that this signage project be budgeted for to commemorate Her Majesty’s Diamond Jubillee in 2012 and the Clerk will obtain some quotes.
Proposed:
Councillor Mrs Turl

Seconded:
Councillor Mrs Hughes

In Favour:
Unanimous
Meeting Closed at 9.00 p.m.
49/11/REC 
DATE OF NEXT MEETING *
Wednesday 20th July 2011 at 7.15pm.
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